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(All parties present, the following proceedings were at

at 7:00 o'clock p.m.)

The following proceedings were had, to wit:

MR. BRANDT: Good evening, I want to
thank you all for coming here. My name is Alf Brandt.

I'm a lawyer with the Department of the Interior, one

of the agencies of CALFED. I'm going to ask some of
the other members of CALFED agencies to join me up
here. I will be sort of running the meeting,
basically, and they are here to listen.

I want to emphasize how important it is
that all of you showed up. We had some very good

attendance at these hearings, and this is a key part.

This portion is a key part of forming and shaping any

effective programs, so I want to thank you for taking

the time to come out tonight.
Let me run through a couple of things.
First of all, let me introduce who just joined me.
First of all, let me start on my right,
your 1éft, and we'll work this way. First is Steve
Shaffer, from tﬁe California Department of Food and
Agriculture.

Next is Kathy Kelly, that's right here.

PORTALE & ASSOCIATES (209) 462-3377
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1 Kathy Kelly is fron the Department of Water Resources 1 to add.

2 for the State of California. 2 Perhaps you don’t want to speak tonight and
3 Next is Theresa Pacheco, who is fron the 3 Juet presant sonething short and vwritten, or very long
4 United States Corp of Enginears. 4 and written. That’s your choice. It’s uelcome up to
5 Luana Kiger is fron the National Rasource § Septenber 23rd.

8 Conversation Service, vhich is part of the United 6 Oh, and I think that’s about it. The last
7 States Departmant of Agriculture. 7 thing I°*1ll say is I'n going to read three names and the
8 Next is Mike Foots, who is fron the US EPA. 8 reason is, that’s to keep things nmoving. We’ve saved a
] And finally we had Nancy Werdel, who 8 couple of chairs right up here in front. So once I

18 represents the Western Area Power Adninistration. 18 read youx nane, if you could move up at the sane tine
1 These are nenbors of the policy group which 11 as the speaker noves forvard, move up to these chairs
12 is nore or lees the deciding group that is going to be 12 30 as soon as it°s your turn, you’'re right there at the
13 naking these decisions. And they are hare to listen to 13 nike and ve can keep these things moving tonight,

14 hear vhat your concerns are and vhat sone of your i4¢ Dbecavse ve do have quite a number of speakers.

1S issuves are. 15 80 starting on that note, the first threas
16 We’re glad to have this many people. 16 will be Steve Evans, Mike Snith, and Lynn Barris.

17 Actually, this is quite a good turn out fron the agency 17 Start vith Steve Evans.

18 side to nake sure that ve are here. I’m glad to see vwe 18 MR. EVANS: Good evening, ny name is
19 got such a great turn out fron the public side as 19 Steve Evans. I’n Congervation Director for Friends of
26 vell. So, let me run through a couple of rules here. 28 the River. Not surprising, I think Congressnan Herger
21 Hov ve’re going to make this happen and get through 21 sat off tha sort of temporary loose meeting by talking
22 this. 22 about hov we need to build nore dans on more rivers.
23 We’ve got something along the lines of 23 And I just vanted to mention that I don’t think that’s
24 vhat, 88 speakers on tonight. We’ve got quite a bit to 24 CALFED’S -- should be CALFED’S goal. I don’t think

25 go and with that nany speakers it’s going to be 25 that CALFED can reetore an ecosysten that has been

5 7
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1 necessary, a8 it has been at every hearing, to linit 1 danaged by a nassive systen of dans and diversions by
2 the tine you have to speak to three ninutes. 2 building vet nore dans and diversions.

3 Nov, the vay that will -- when you’re up 3 Lat°s think about what ve’re doing today.

4 here speaking, you’ll be helped by this little light in 4 The legislature has sent a to billion dollar water bond
5 here. When you start speaking, it will go green. When 5 to Governor Gray Davis, vhich, if he signs it, goes on
6 you have one ninute left, it vill go yellow, and when 8 the March ballot. That tvo billion dollar vater bond
7 your tine is wp, it vill go red. And basically at that 7 wvill create an additional million acre feet of vater

8 point I°d ask that you finish up the sentence you’re on 8 supply.

8 and nove on to the next speaker. 9 That’s a good size reeervoir. A nillion
i But lst me say that’s not the and of your 18 acre fest of additional vater supplies in the state

i1 comnents. There are tuo vays You can nake conments 11 wvithout building a single dan. That’s the kind of

12 here tonight, or any other time, before Saeptenmber 12 thing that CALFED needs to concentrate on more

13 23rd. One is by addressing us here tonight. And all 13 efficiently using our existing vater supplies to both
i4 of the comments that vill be nade orally tonight will i4 Dbenefit vater users and benefit the environment.

15 be taken down by the Cowrt Reporter, who is sitting 15 I don’t think CALFED should pursue any

16 over hers on your left. They will be taken doun and 18 additional vater storage, particularly the so-called
17 they will be fornal -- there vwill ba a formal response 17 off-strean projects in the Sacranento Vallasy.

18 that vill show wp in the response to comnents. 18 Off-strean nakes it sounds like it’s environmentally
19 8o you have either option. 8o if you don’t 18 friendly, but in fact, they aren’t.

28 frinish vhat you have to say tonight, that doesn’t mean 28 Ihe Sites (phonetically) Project, a billion
21 that’s the end of your opportumity. You still of an 21 dollar project, would destroy over 14,808 acres of

22 opportunity, and ve velcone uritten connents sent in. 22 wildlife habitat, and at certain tines of the year,

23 You can do that either by -- actually, thers is a forn 23 divert nore than S8 percent of the flow of the

24 in the back that provides a sinple forn and easy vay to 24 Sacramento River to fill it uwp. That’s going to cause
25 fill out additional connments or anything else you want 25 trenendous ecological danage. So off-strean storage is

-] 8
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1 not the solution. 1 but rather contracted year to year. Our vision, of

2 At the sane tine, CALFED needs to 2 course, is across the Sierra and the Ovens Valley,

3 concentrate on redoubling its restoration afforts. 3 where long-tern guarantead contracts vere shipped

4 There is a lot of talk about renoving dams. Fowr dams 4 outside the area, and obviously, ve don’t want that to
5 on Butte Creek vere removed, but the mechanisn for that 5 occur hers.

8 started bafore CALFED sven began, and the people who ] Secondly, key criteria for vater quality

7 started that process should be well congratulated. But 7 should be established by engineering study and subject
8 CALFED itself neads to start looking at removing dame. 8 to public input. Under no circumstances should a snall
9 Sone of the top dan ia‘aets that should be 9 local board or comnission, vhich would likely becone
18 considered for removal that impede or block salmon 18 doninatad by vater sallers, be allowed discretion over
i1 nigration include Eagle Canvon Dan on Battle Creek, 11 any decision vhich would adversely affact vater quality
12 McCornick Seltzer Dan on Clear Creek, Cleff Dan 12  in the area.
13  {phonetically) on Mill Creek, the Butte Creak and 13 A ot concern here (8 that as the thing
14 Centerville Head Dams on Butte Creek and Englebrighten 14 boils down, I’ve heard a number of the people from
15 to Gearpoint Dans (phonetically! on the Yuba River Dan 15 CALFED indicate that they are going to kind of put it
18 renoval could go a long vays tovards restoring some of 18 all over on local political action, and surely

17 the 686 niles of habitat that have bean parnanently 17 ultinately that has to be. But there has to be some
18 blocked by other dans in the state. 18 key criteria here that the vater quality can’t be

19 Efficiency, vater uee afficiency is going 19  degraded.
28 to be the key. I just vant to end with -- plant an - And lastly, if it is necessary to increase
21 idea in everybody’s head. Up here in dorthern 21 tha storage capacity of tha region, then the preferred
22 California you hear a lot about all thoee paople in LA 22 nmathod is to restors upper vatershed and forest health,
23 use all our vater. 23 which vwill provide increasad natural storage
24 In fact, the regions that use most of the 24 capacities, vhich have been damaged by Indiscrininate
25 vater in this state are the San Joaquin Valley and 25 logging and foraging practices.

9 11
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1  Sacranento Valley. They are the first and second 1 And here ve agree vith the Environmental

2 heaviest users. So ue have to more efficiently use 2 Impact Statement, that first these upper vatershed

3 wvater here and not blame other peoble in other parts of 3 issues nead to be dealt -- over a period of years, the
4 this state. Thank you. € vatershed needs to be restored. And than see vhat

5 MR. BRANDI: MNext speaker vill be 5 those flovs are, and sos if soma of the demands that

8 Mike Smith, Lunn Barris and Mike Wade. 6 are occurring in Southern California are actval, and

7 MR. SMITH: Good evening, my nane is 7 then begin considering off-strean and aquifer nining.

8 Mike Smith. I represent the local group of the Sierra 8 Thanks.

8 Club. We have elefen hundred members in Butte County ] MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Saith.

18 and Tehama. Prinarily Butte, Tehana, and Glenn. 18 Lunn Barris, Mike Wade and Steven Butler.

11 And I’n going to read fron sections of our 1 MS. BARRIS: Hello. I’d like to say
12 position paper that ve voted on as a group, and then 12 I’n a farmer here in Butte County. My hueband snd I
13 nake a couple of comments. I’ll Jjuet read 13 nmanage about six hundred acree of alnonds and own tvo
14 selectively. 14 snall farme. I°d like to read.

15 If vater is transferred outside its natural 15 CALFED has not even come cloee to

18 vater basin, every transfer should mest the following 16 developing adequate rules regarding vater transfers for
17 criteria. No harn to the source aquifer or surface 17 conjunctive ves. Why? DBecauee willing buyers and

18 vaters, either as to levels or strean flovs and there 18 sellers will not look at protactions for third parties
19 should be no degradation in vater guality. 15 and the environnents of the exporting regions.

8 Bagsically, ve’re saying that the area of 28 Ve heard Mike talking about it today. This
21 origin guarantees need to be written into the 24 has been going on for years. Nobody will actually talk
22 contract. You need -- obviously it’s a matter of 22 sbout it, no one will write plans. There are no
23 numercus, complex laws, but area of origin concerns are 23 protactions.

24 paranount here. 24 Local control is not a protection In areas
25 Secondly, no transfers should be long-tern 25 like Butte County vhen vater ssllers nake the rules and

12
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1 eavironnental concerns are disregarded vwith no 1 part of California’s future, If ve are to meat the
2 discussion. The old style of vater nanagenent is no 2 needs of the expected fifteen nillion nev residents in
3 longer acceptable. We have over 28 endangersd enlisted 3 the next 26 years, vwithout sacrificing the state’s
4 spacies of plants and animals that depend on a healthy 4 agriculture industry.
5 ground vater level to exist. 5 Conservation is important. Farners have
8 CALFED completely overlooks terrestrial €8 been practicing it for years and continue to lead the
7 habitats. I don’t think you’ll find them In the 7 world in production efficiencies. Water transfers can
8 documents on anything to do vith conjunctive use or 8 be an effective tool in certain circumstances, but they
§ wvater transfers. 9 are not the only answers to all of the state’s vater
18 Me need to ues the valley oak as an 18 supply problens.
11 indicator species. They nead a healthy ground vater 11 Wa’'re benefiting from the planning and
12 leval to surviva, and these listed and endangered 12 leadership of previous generations. Wus ove it to
13 species need the valley oak, and that is their 13 future Californians to build on the past, nake tough
14 habitat. 14 leadership decisions, and be willing to pay for the
15 CALFED’S draft documents do not adequately 15 projacts that are needad.
16 reflect or model the full potential for vater 18 Thers is a great hve and cry about surface
17 consarvation and efficiency to neet California’s vater 17 forest projects bacauves of their detriment to the
18 needs. Many Central Valley urban areas, such ss 18 environment. To the contrary, these projects can be
18 Sacramento and Fresno, do not require metering of vater 18 daveloped and constructed in a manner such ss San Luis
28 and volume-based vater rates. Simply measuring and 28 Reservoir, off-streah and avay fron areas of important
24 charging for vater by volume greatly reduces vaste, and 21 environmental resources.
22 selling vater neters in the City of Sacramento, a 22 Thers cones a time vhen you have to drav a
23 neasurs currently prohibitad in the City Charter, would 23 line bstween sensitivity and sensibility. If we'rs
24 save as nuch vater as produced by a 558-foot high 24 going to preserve vater rights and the rural lifestyle
25 Auvburn Dan on the American River. 25 of Northern California, we have to plan nov for the
13 15
— PAGE 14 — PAGE 18
1 Central Valley agriculture remains tha 1 inevitable growth and increased demand on resources in
2 largest ueer of devsloped vater and ground vater in the 2 other parts of the state. CALFED must exercise its
3 state. Batter irrigation efficiancy could yield 3 adaptive management approach how, not in seven years,
4 348,808 to 1.7 nillion acre feet of water. Fouling of 4 and put sone real projects back on the table that will
§ narginal and toxic soils, particularly in the San § guarantee California’s future prosperity, just as the
8 Joaquin Valley, could yield 420,008 to 2.1 nillion acre 6 leaders did for our benefit a half century
7 feet of vater. 7 agriculture.
8 We’ve only begun to tsp the potential and 8 CALFED cannot fix the Delta on the backs of
9 uwrban vater conservation vith efficient hone fixtures, 9 fanily farmers, ranchers, and the people in this state
18 reducing vater use for landscaping, and vater 18 who rely on agriculture for their livelihood. Thank
11 recucling. CALFED assurwes agriculture can only 11 you.
12 conserve one to three parcent of the vater they are 12 MR. BRANDT: Steven Butler, Bob
13 currently applying to crops, vhen demonstration 13 Koehman and Karen Laslo.
14 projects and innovative farmers of shown savings 14 MR. BUILER: My nane is Steven
15 possible of up to 25 parcent, while getting the sane or 15 Butler. 1I’n the President of the Orland Unit Water
16  higher crop yields. Conservation can be lsss sxpensive 18 Users. I’m representing over 28,888 acres of irrigated
17 and does not harn the environment. 17 agricultural land.
18 Overall, CALFED is aggreesively -- thank 18 Funding for surface storage should be
18 gyou. I’ll end. I could go for hours. 189 proportionate to that of conveyance. Proof that
28 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Ne. Barris. 28 alternative surface vater supplies are not being
21 Mike Wade, Steve Butler, and Bob Koshman. 21 explored in a proportionate manner to that of
22 MR. WADE: Thank you. My name is 22 conveyance is jlluetrated in stage one, cost estimates,
23 Mike Wade, Executive Director for the California Farn 23 on page 145 of the revised phass to report.
24 VWater Coalition. 24 That conveyance conmponent is allocated
25 Nev vater storage projects ars an esgential 25 nearly one billion dollars, vhile storage is allocated

16
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1 three hundred seventy million. Of that three hundred 1 lots of food. And that’s the vay it’s been for

2 seventy nillion, three hundred nillion is targaeted for 2 thousands of years.

3 north and south of Delta vater studies. Ihis leaves a 3 Look at Lancaster Vallay just north of Sac
4 nere ssventy nillion for storage components. 4 -- LA. They vead to grov food there for ths peopls,

5 Upon exanination of footnots four, this S but LA took the vater. MNow there is irrigation pipes
8 seventy nillion is dedicated to intagrated storage, 8 sticking up in the fislds and no food being grown.

7 investigation, and related planning and feasibility 7 You try for that, no vater, no food.

8 work. Only seventy million is allocated for integrated 8 CalTfrans are bul lding roads bacavee they have the

9 storage, related planning, and feasibility vork as 9 foresight to see there is more people. Developers are
1§ opposed to nearly one billion of conveyance. 18 building nore hones because they sae the foresight,

11 This disparity is proposed -- and propoesd 11 there is more people. School districts are building

12 funding only vorsens in integrated storage 12 nmore schools, because they see the foresight, more

13 investigation includes seven areas: Conprehensive 13 people.

i4 planning, north of Delta off-strean storage 14 You people need to have the foresight to

15 investigation, on strean storage snlargement 1S see that you need more food to feed all these paople
18 investigation, in Delta and off aqueduct storage 16 and a terrorist couldn°t do more danage to this country
17 investigation, ground vater conjunctive uee 17 if you take the food away fron those that are groving
18 investigation, hydro facilities investigation, fish 18 the food for the people.

19 Dbarrier removal investigation. 18 Prior to the Pearl Harbor attack, thers vas
28 How far will seventy million go in the 28 a fishing boat that called out and said that Japanese
21 developnent of nev storage -- surface storage when only 21 var planes vere heading tovard Havaii. Prior to the
22 three of those seven areas are involved in developing 22 Battle of the Bulge in World War II those that vers in
23 nev surface storage. Again, I reiterate, funding for 23 charge vere told the Gernans vere building up forces
24 surface storage should be proportionate to that of 24 nearby. In all thoss -- both these cases, those that
25 conveyance. Thank you. 25 vere in charge didn°t listen. They shrugged it off and

17 19
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1 MR. BRANDI: Bob Koehnan, Karen Laslo 1 thousands of Amnericans diad.

2 and Helen Ost. 2 You paople are about to do the sane thing.
3 MR. KOSHMAN: I°n Bob Koshman. We 3 8o listen to tha farmers. They are trying to tell vou
4 grov food for the people to eat. We’re in the Pleasant 4 something. They are groving food. Listen to thea.

5 Grove area 3@ niles north of Sacramento. And ve S They are telling you something. The government in

6 have -- ve irrigate 688 acres of our two thousand acre 6 China has passaed the lauws, it>s a death penalty to

7 ranch. I need more vater, not less vater. Please do 7 build on agricultural land vithout going through a very
8 not destroy America’s ability to fead its people. 8 difficult pernit systen. Can you think -- they think
8 Have you ever soen a country where the food 8 it is so inportant to grow food for the peopls,

18 is not very nuch of it and it’s very expensive? My i8 environnentalists vill probably think that is a foolish
11 grandson is seven years old. In 16 years he’ll be 11 policy.

12 vhere he’ll start to have a fanily. 12 If you have grandchildren, sursly, pleass,
13 The experts say in the year or 25, the 13 do not destroy Anerica’s ability to feed its people.

14 population is going to be doubled. Your fathers and My 14 I have four suggestions, and hope I’ve got
15 fathers built -- they had the foresight to build 15 time. It will save you lots of vater.

18 canals. They knew that owr faniliee would need lots of 16 MR. BRANDT: Mr. Koshnan, I look

17 vater to grov food. So they built these dams and 17 foruard to seeing thoss in the written comnents. Thank
18 canals, and nov you people are about to change that. 18 you. Karen Laslo, Helen Ost, and Sue Sutton.

18 You people do not of the foresight to pass on that 19 MS. LASLO: Hi, ny nane is Karen

28 enjoyment that lots of food that we’ve had at low cost, 28 Laslo, and I don’t have any statistics or anything. I
21 pass it on to owr children and grandchildren, and 21 live hers in Chico, and I've been folloving this issue,
22 that’s a shane. 22 you knov, as nuch a¢ I can. And what I think is that I
23 You can contact any college and you will 23 don’t think a fev people should bs able to profit from
24 see it takes vater to grovw food. No vater, no food; 2¢ vater that belongs to all of vs. I don’t think that
25 little bit of vater, little bit of food; lots of vater, 25 our vater here in Butte County should be sold juet for

18 28
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the boiled frog theory. And ve paople here in the
northstate see it and don’t vant it. Thank you very
much.

The payment in lieu of taxes need to be
paid. An I done? No.

MR. BRANDT: No.

MS. SUTTON: The payment in lieu of
taxes need to be paid befors the people in our county
vant any nore things to happen, as far as the habitat
conversion. The government is not mesting its
obligations today. Why should we think it’s going to
neat its obligations in the futurs?

The environmental vater count is
intrinsically flaved. We give The environnentalists
so-called an allovanca. No matter how much allovance,
they vant nore becaues, they are going to say this
species or that species is an indicator spacies, and ve
nead more vater, and ve can get it through the
Endangered Species Act, and vwe can get it through the
Clean Water Act. So no matter hov much you give thenm,
they have the regulatory pover within their hands to
cone back for mors. This is a major flav in the
snvironnental vater count.

Water sfficiency part of it said, implies
if you go along, you gat along, your vater rights are

-]
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held in higher esteen than those who can*t or don’t go
along with vater deficiency.

Gentlenen and ladies, that is coercion and
it is a forn of blacknail.

MR. BRANDT: You have about 38
seconds.

MS. SUTTON: Area of origin needs to
bs upheld. We need to make sure that all habitat land
converted conforne to SEQUA, and finally, CALFED cannot
usurp any of the local land vee policies and local
county authority. Thank you very much.

MR. BRANDT: Peter Yoller, Morris C.
Walters, and Don Cecil.

MR. YOLLES: Good evening, my nane is
Peter Yoller. I°m here represanting the Natonas
Central Mutual Water Company and Western Water
Conpany.

Western Water Company, for a little
background, acquires, develops, and narkets vater
throughout the State of California and the Western
United States. Our custoners includs urban vater
districts, agricultural users, and environmental
agencies.

Western Water is the first private company
to complete a voluntary agricultural to urban transfer

— PAGE 27

1 acceesing publicly ouned advanced facilitiee, axd ve

2 are the sponsor of S8 586, the bill to clarify and

3 inplensnt California‘s vater vialding statutes. We

4 Dbelisve that voluntary vater transfers are an integral
§ part of a long-tern solution. Other CALFED prograns,

8 such as the environnental vater count, storage,

7 conveyance, and conjunctive usa vwill be harned without
8 a fully functioning vater market.

8 Ve have three suggestions. I’ll propoee

18 then and then I’ll go into a real world exanple.

11 Suggestion One: Clarify and accelerate the

12 vater transfer elament. Tuo --

13 MR. BRANDT: Slower.

14 MR. YOLLES: We have three

15 suggestions for CALFED regarding the CALFED transfer
18  elenent.

17 Suggestion one, clarify and accelerate

18 wvater transfer slement.

18 Two, reinstate CALFED’S comnitnent to

28 develop internal transfer rules and, three, increase
21 agency support for the vater transfer element and

22 teamnwork implementation.

23 I’d like to describe to CALPFED and to other
24 Northern California water users a real vorld exawle to
25 illustrate the purpose of these points. Natonas

27
—— PAGE 28

1 Central Mutual Water Company has invested heavily in

2 conservation techniques that of achieved significant

3 vater savings.

4 Western Water is in partnership with

S Natomas Central to help them achieve value fron their

8 existing vater rights.

7 Natonas Central has petitioned the State

8 Water Resources Control Board for the right to transfer
8§ this conserved vater under water code section 1811.

18 MNatonas Central is now awaiting the action of the State
i1 Water Resources Control Board to approve a request of a
12 one-year transfer of 14,868 acre feet of conserved

13 wvater. The methods uvsad to achieve this savings vere
14 through weed control, lasar leveling and others. The
15 proposed transfer supported by Northern California

16 Water Users Asgscciations, California Fara Bureau, and
17 the San Joaquin River Exchange Contractors, among

18 others.

19 This transfer would allov the small vater
28 company to recoup their cost of conservation and to

21 retain their right to vater they invested to conserve.
22 But thesa benefits to Natomas Central and the incentive
23 to conserve mors vater in the future s at risk. Why?
24 Objectors to this transfer include the Bureau of

25 Reclanation and DWR. Yet the Bureau and DVR are

C—022515
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participating agencies in the CALFED procees that
supports vater transfers, and indeed depends on
transfers to implanent the progran elements. We are
vaiting to hear what the State Water Resources Control
Board says about the ounership of conserved vater, an
issue that should be of major interest to CALFED and
all vater vears in the Sacramento Valley.

MR. BRANDT: Let’s finish your
sentence.

MR. YOLLES: My sentence? Thank you.

These vater ueers are being told that

conservation is the key to better vater nanagement in
California, but they must wonder vho will ba the
beneficiary of that conserved vater; the state and
federal projects, or the vater rights holder. Thank
you.

(Paves in proceaedings.)

MR. BRANDI: Morris Walters, Don
Cecil and Ray, I think it*s Gollnick.

MR. UALTION: My nane is Morris C.
Walton, like John Bou?

MR. BRANDT: I understand. I get it.
I apologizs.

MR. WALTON: That’s all right. I got
Juet a snall paragraph hare to read. And I bslong to

29
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due to overflous of irrigation vater in the upper
Colusa Basin.

The district is situated in Colusa and
Glenn Counties and includes practically all of the
uppsr Colusa Basin fron approximately the toun of
Artois on the north to just south of Colusa. The
district is approxinately 38 niles in length with an
average vidth of 11 and a half niles and covers an area
of approxinately 226,888 thoueand acres. It is
estinated at least half theee acrees is planted with
rice, and the renainder in vegetable crops and
orchards.

In keeping vith your time lina, we’ll make
these brief comnents. One, the adaptive management
concept. There are too many assunptions in the CALFED
documentation, vhich CALFED appears to nake because of
its chosen the adaptive nanagement approach or trial
and error. Connents like A., Dan renoval vill produce
considerable ecologic benefits. B. Broad-based and
unspecified vater diversion and use fees vill finance
CALFED’S current finance estinates of over five
billion. C. Recovering for ESA list of species of
fish vill only be possible if there is a reallocation
of vater for snvironnental purposes.

Two, storage. Why does CALFED refues to
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the Water Board, on the Water Board in Orland, vater
uvsers. And I've got my little part hers.

And it says, Conditions are apparent in
that the Preferred Alternative contains slenents such
as the environnental Water Account and Pernit --
Pernitting Process, which can only be effactively
implenented on a regional or statevide level.

Consequently, there is neither meaningful
protection for local interests or local control of
development projects, vwhich appear to be more lip
gsarvice when set forth in the current propoeal.

With respact to vater transfers, the
preferred altarnativs should address a priority of
rights which should be as follows: Intra-basin
transfar first. Like-kind, use transfers such as
prafers Agriculture-to-Agriculture transfers before
transferring to a different kind of uee. Thank you.

MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Walton.
Don Cecil, Ray Gollnick and Don Heffren.

MR. CECIL: @Good evening, ladies and
gentlenen, my nane is Donald Cecil. I’n a farmer and
president of the Board of Directors of Reclanation
District 2847. RD 2847 vas formed in 1819 -- too fast?
Okay. RD 2846 vas forned in 1918 for the purpose of
developing drainage facilities to alleviate flooding
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adnit that California needs nore vater storage, given
CALFED’S projections of 47.5 nmillion people in this
state by the year 26/28 and continued environmental
denands for in-strean uses.

Three, the priority systen. Hov can the
State Water Resources Control Board, as a member of
CALFED, decides to reallocate vater supplies for
environnental usags in Phase 8 with the Bay-Delta
hearings, yet continue to support and advocate
voluntary conjunctive vee prograns in the Sac Valley.

Four, the beneficiary pays. CALFED saus
benificiary pays, but doesn’t tell us who the
beneficiaries are of CALFED progran. Is it all the
thirty-four nillion people in California, or is it just
the land owners and the vater ueers.

Ground vater. Pleass explain how CALFED
avoids providing additional real vater suppliss fron
productive ground vater basis unless it inmediately
starts construction of surface vater storage
facilities.

Fi -- six, the human factor. Finally,
realocating vater fron agriculturs to environnental to
in-strean vee disrupts rural California by, A.,
displaying vorkers in conwmities; B., elininating
snall retail businesses, depending on agriculture for
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1 wvork, and encourages changes in agricultural vee to 1 Butte Dan vas conpleted by the Arny Corps of Engineers
2 urban development. Thank you, and ve will subnit it. 2 ®8 a very successful multipurposa-use structurs.

3 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Cecil, 3 Black Butte, as well as Stoney Fort Dan and
4 and ve’ll look forvard to seeing those conments in 4 East Park Reservoir continve today, and in the future
§ writing. S5 as a great asset for irrigation, electric generation,
8 Ray Gollnick, before you get started, for 8 recreation of all tupes, and flood control.

7 the people in back, there are sone seats over her on 7 My reason for stating this littls bit of

8 your left right up here in front. So I’d encowrage you 8  history is to point out the forvard thinking, planning,
8 to come on up here and join vs. There’s a feuw over 8 hard vork and sacrifice of our pradecessors that of all
18 here as vell, on your right as well. So cone on down 18 accomplished this for our benefit.

11 the sides and join us up front. M. Gollnick, 9o 11 MR. BRANDT: Mr. Gollnick --

12 ahead. 12 MR. GOLLNICK: Thers is only one

13 MR. GOLLNICK: Are we ready? 13 ansver to owr tremandous nead for more vater in this
14 MR. BRANDT: Go ahead. 14 state. As previous generations have done --

15 MR. GOLLNICK: Good evening. My hope 15 MR. BRANDT: Mr. Gollnick, your time
16 is to give you a little history of the vest side, vhich 18 is up.

17 is Glenn County and the surrounding vest side there. I 17 MR. GOLLNICK: -- ve must of new

18 an Ray Gollnick, menber of the Board of Directors of 18 storage vithout fail in California, if it is to grov
19 the Orland Unicn Water Users Association of Orland. I 19 and prosper. Thank you.

28 have been involved in agriculture my entire life in 28 MR. BRANDT: Thank vou. Don Heffren,
21 Glenn County. 21 George Wilson and Rick Massa, I believe? Don Heffren,
22 In 1818, my grandparents ouned a ssall farn 22 George Wilson and Rick Massa.

23 on the vest side of the Sacramento River near Ord Bend. 23 MR. HEFFREN: 6ood svening, ladies
24 In the early tuenties they built their hone on the 24 and gentlemen, ny nane is Don Heffren, and I'n the

25 highest ground on the farn to survive the yearly 25 Chairman of Butte Basin Water Users Association. Butte
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1 flooding season that occurred during the vinter and 1 Basin is a volunteer organization made up of public

2 spring months before Shasta Dan vas built. 2 agencies, private vater comnpanies, vater districts,

3 After saveral years of having their crops 3 mmicipals, such as the County of Butta. Our comnents
4 flooded, they decided to get as far auay as possible 4 Vill be brief. We have sent you a lettar on September
5 and purchased a snall ranch in the Stoney Fort area, 5 13th of 25 pages on your comments, on your forty-seven
8 which vas irrigated by East Park Reservoir, built in 6 hundred pages.

7 1913 7 We have seven brief points that we would

8 During this period, my dad had finished 8 like to point in this short ternm. There are sone

9 high school at Willows and began farning in the Elk 9 questions that we would like ansvared by CALFED. Our
18 Creek area. The Willows Bank of America manager got to 18 comnents of Phase I vers not ansvered, and we would

11 knov my dad and proposed he take over farning saveral 11 like these ansvered.

12 foreclosed-on homesteads in the old Pruiter Ranch 12 We find your environmental document weak in
13 Valley near Elk Creck. No principal, and interast at 13 the area of declaring vater users feas and diversion
14 one and a quarter percent., How could he go wrong? 14 fees. Who will pay? Will all of the citizens of Chico
15 In 1926, the Bureau of Reclamation and the 15 pay through their Cal vater bills, or will they pay on
18 Orland Water Users Association purchased several 18  their ground vater that thev pump on their farns? Who
17 hundred acres fron hin and others and built Stoney 17  will pay?

18 Gorga Danm, finished in 1828, to increase the acreage 18 The beneficiaries. That is an important --
19 and dependability of water for the 28,888 acree of the 18 is this Jjuet a D-1613 decision that’s coning around the
28 Orland Unit Water Users Projact. 28 Dback door? We vant that ansuered.

21 In 1948 vwe purchased acreage in the Lake 21 Who is ths beneficiary? Number two? We
22 District of the Orland Water Users Project and moved to 22 feel that the document is weak in describing the

23 Orland, and have been farning this ground ever since. 23 Dbeneficiaries. Is the baneficiary of the Bay-Delta,
24 In 1968, a movenent began to build Black 24 the five counties that enconpass the Bay-Delta, or is
25 Butte Dan as a dual-purpose project. In 1964, Black 25 it the vhole state? What is the beneficiaries? Your
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1 document is weak in that area. 1 report on ground vater development studies Xorth

2 Congserved vater and vater transfers. Our 2 Sacranento Valley, June 1976, by the Department of

3 group strongly believes in that the vater transfer 3 Water Resources. Much of this data is incorporated in
4 should have the no-injury rule on the land ouners that 4 the CALFED process. The report states that it is

§ are outside of the transferring body. § prelininary and based on assumptions that will have to
8 We would also like to say that this vater 6 be verified.

7 is going to be fairly expensive by the tine you 4 The first statement that bothered ne vas on
8 nitigate for third-party impact, so storage night be 8 page one, vhich I*ll read, the bottom paragraph. Says,
9 somaething that should be looked at. 9 Direct export of ground vater involves sonme lagal

18 Conserved vater. In the ayes of moet 18 complications. Houever, exporting of ground water fron
11 Northern California vater purveyors, is that there is 11 a basin is not without precedent.

12 no conserved vater in agriculture north of the Delta. 12 The Los Angales Department of Water and

13 It all eventually runs to the Delta and flushes the 13 Pouer, for example, has over three hundred ualls in the
14 salt out. 14 Ouens Valley vhich pump ground water into Los Angelse
15 Ihe conservation. And in the past, the vay 1S aqueduct which take vater out of the basin.

16 the current document is written, your conservation as 18 Ihe report states, on page 23, for the

17 written, revards those vho of squandered water in the 17 Stoney Creesk Fan, nearly seven nillion acre faest are in
18 past and not for the good practices. 18 storage. Table three on page 23 indicates that by

19 As nentioned bafore, vater storage. 19 lovering the ground vater level fron 28 feat to S8

28 That -- everybody said that. 28 feet, 589,888 acre fest would be available for export.
21 Maptive nanagenent is management by trial 21 Ihe following year, 1977, ground water

22 and error. And the return to naturs approach of this 22 levels dropped nore than 58 feat vith no exports.

23 document scares us quite a bit. Previous speaker 23 Stoney Creek is tha major contributor to the ground

24 nentioned on page A-S of the appendix, vhy -- hov can 24 vater recharge within the Stoney Creek Alluvial Fan.
25 the State Water Resources Control Board be involved in 25 The average runoff for Stoney Creek is 306,888 acre
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1 this hearing vhen they say, and I quote, "Ihe reeults 1 feet, minue approxinately 20,888 acre fest for the

2 of these hearings vwill most likely lead to increasad 2 Orland project. Even if 58 percent of the total

3 in-strean flous, in nost if not all the tributariese to 3 average runoff could be applied to ground vater, it

4 the Delta. This change would provide conditions for 4 uould not compensated for the one year drop in vater

S fish and others.” That’s taking vater fron someone. 5 lavels of 1877.

68 That’s vwhat that means. And we think that that’s 8 Based on documents I have read, I believe
7 pretty bad. 7 no accurate assessnent of ground vater yields is

8 If that’s the case, let’s drop Phase 8 and 8 available at this time. Exporting ground vater does

8 get on vwith it. 9 not create or nake available nev vater. Storing flood
18 In closing, I'd like to thank you. Butte 18 vaters in reservoirs does creats nev available water.
11 Basin vater users vould like to be a part of the 11 Thank you.

12 solution to the problens. We’d like our questions 12 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Nr. Wilson.
13 ansvered, and thank you. 13 Rick Massa, Al Wackernan, and Forest Sprague.

i€ MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Heffren. 14 MR. MASSA: PFirst of all, my nane is
15 George Wilson, Rick Massa, and Al Wacker -- Wackernan. 1S Rick Massa, M-a-s-s-a. I’n project managar of the

18 Of I got that right? Go ahead, sir. 18 Orland Unit Vater Uears Aessociation located in Orland,
17 MR. WILSON: My nane is George 17 California. We’re succassor to the Bureau of

18 Wilson. I’n a shareholder in the Orland project. I’ve 18 Reclanation in operating the northern project, one of
19 been involved in ground vater geology and surface vater 18 the oldest federal projects in the coutry. We operate
28 rights in the Sacramento Valley since 1946. 28 off of Stoney Creek and its tributaries, which provide
21 M8. HOLCOMB: Get a little closer. 21 our source of vater, and vwe irrigate over 28,386 acres,
22 MR. WILSON: Little closer? I will 22 and ve operate tvo reservoirs vith storage over a
23 linit ny connents to the area describad as the Stoney 23 hundred thousand acre feat. We have the following

24 Creek Alluvial Fan in Glenn County. 24 concerns. We're concerned that the needs of

25 Most of nu connents pertain to the progress 25 agriculture are not adequately repressnted in the
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CALFED process. Ihe progran is driven by the state’s
environnental conwmity as evidenced in the nakeup of
the 15 menber agenciee. Of the seven lead agencies,
only one, the Arny Corp of Engineers {s not totally
environventally driven. If ve are to share the pain,
then ve, the ag connunity nust participate in the
adninistration of the pain.

CALFED menberships should include ag
agencies and interests proportionate to that of the
savironmsental connunity, especially vhen entering Phase
3, the implinmentation stage. We are concerned with how
the proposed CALFED progran will be funded. As the
previous speaker has spoken -- has mentioned, the
report is, the Phase II report is anbiguouvs as to vwho
uill finance the five billion plue price tag. Will it
be a stateuvide issue or uill it be from beneficiaries.

Furthernore, who are the beneficiaries? Ue
are concerned that the funding for surface storage is
disproportionate to that of conveyance.

A As another previove speaker had nentioned,
thera are one nillion dollars that are allocated to
conveyance vhile storags Is allocated three hundred
saventy million. Saventy million of vhich is allocated
to -- is actually left over to integrated storage
investigation, which includes surface storages as a
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MR. BRANDT: Mr. Magsa, thank you.
Al -- can you pronounce your name for ne just so I nake
sure -- did I get it right?

MR. WACKERMAN: Wackernan.

MR. BRANDT: Okay. Al Wackernan,
Forsst Sprague, and the next one is Bill Jackson. Go
ahead, Mr. Wackernan.

MR. WACKERMAN: VYeah, ny name is Al
Wackernan. I'n a dairynan vith five hundred acres
below Black Butte Dan. A, ranch that in four years ve
lost three Wells. And they were -- the deepest one vas
265 foet deep. WUe keep losing our wells. We put onhe
in last year and ve are putting another one in next
year.

I'n also a Director of the Orland Vater
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conponent. So if you look at the whole five billion
budget, and you took that seventy million, you are
looking at one percent left over for new surface
storage.

Again, I reiterate ve need to fund surface
storage nors proportionately to that of conveyance.
We're also concerned that water transfer is considered
a solution. Water transfers is not a viable solution.
This is a short-tern solution to a long-tern problen.
Many coin it as a band-aid approach.

Conjunctive use is not a viable solution,
esither. Conjunctive use proposals and the preferred
progran alternative violate California vater codes
sactions, specifically sactions 1215 through 1222,
which provids for the protection of local areas. New
surface storage is a viable protect -- solution. It is
the only solution that does not violate certain of
CALFED solution principals in its nission statenent.

Specifically, reduce conflicts in the
systen, be equitable, bs durable, pose no significant
and direct -- redirected impacts, and surely Northern
California vater users, specifically agriculture, will
suffer these redirected impacts, if CALFED’S solution
package remains void of nev surface storaga. Thank
you.

16 Usars, who of thirteen hundred shareholders. I’n also

17 a Director of the California Dairy Advisory Board. I

18 would liks to say something. I oppose conjunction use

19 of EIR and EIS for the following reasons.

28 Kunber one, a substantial risk of

21 contanination or othervise high quality vwater for all

22 Dbenefits ves.

23 Nunber two, there is no identification or

24 statenont on the intersst of surfacs proparty ovners,

25 demonstrating on hov private property owners are to be
43
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1 protected and private ounership rights preserved.

2 Nunber three, in many areas, substance is

3 of naterial risk.

4 Number four, percolation and recharging

S rates vill be insufficient to draw down, especially in

8 dry years. And ve’rs swxe going to get dry years.

7 Five, cost of punping ground vater will

8 increase, especially when punpers are conpeting for

9 vater in the sane ground vater basin, resulting in more

18 expensive pumping depths.

11 This violates CALFED precepts that there be

12 no redirected negative impacts.

13 Number six, there must be assurance that

14 ground vater doss not result in the logs of surface

15 vater rights.

16 Nunber 7, under proposed conjunctive use

17 plan, risks are posed to local -- I can’t say it, and

18 are not addressed in the EIR/EIS. The conjunctive use

19 proposed by in the preferred progran also vioclates

28 California vater code saction, especially Section 1215

21 through 1222, which provides for protection for local

22 areas. Thank you.

23 MR. BRANDT: Thank you.

24 MR. VACKERMAN: I would like to say

25 one other thing. I would like to sse vater going down
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1 the Sacramento River every winter, pick it up at the 1 Resources Control Board says that pursuant to
2 Dalta, stick a dan up there, and put all this extra 2 Californias vater code sactions 186 and 275, and the
3 vater. Thank you. 3 common law trust, public trust doctrine, all rights and
4 MR. BRANDY: Thank you. 4 privileges under any license issuved pursuant thereto
S Forest Spragus, Bill Jackson and Ken Lindavel -- S are subject to the continued authority of the State
8 MR. SPRAGUE: 1I’n Forest Sprague, I'n 8 Water Resources Control Board.
7 President of American Property and Land Education 7 The CALFED progran has nany competing
8 Foundation. I’n also here as a consultant to the 8 interests for the same vater. Fish recovery,
9 Orland Water Users Association. 9 ecosystens and restoration, and the nevly created
18 I vant to first point out that your video 18 environmental vater count could be described as public
11 says that the environnment has equal status with all 11 trust vees. The CALFED progran needs to be specific as
12 other vater rights and usee. Algo, CALFED says that 12 to its actions --
13 the CALFED progran is not an agency vith regulatory 13 MR. BRANDT: Mr. Sprague --
14 authority, that it is a progran. And the staff also 14 MR. SPRAGUE: -- CALFED will take to
15 says there is nothing in that progran that will change 1S5 protect vater rights and address areas of origin.
16 wvater rights. We even heard earlier that Rick said 18 Thank you.
17 vater rights are not a part of the progran. 17 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Sprague.
18 However, on Decenber 2, 1997, the State 18 MR. BRANDT: Bill Jackson,
19 Water Resources Control Board released a draft EIR on 19 Lindaver --
28 their implementation of the 1895 Water Quality Plan for of MR. JACKSON: My name is Bill
21 the San Francisco Bay and the Sacramento/San Joaquin 21 Jackson --
22 Delta. The following are quotes fron the cover letters 22 MR. BRANDI: Wait a ninute. Lst ne
23 to interaested parties fron the Water Control Board. 23 just announce the last nane so wa can get him up here.
24 The purpoge of this draft EIR is to analyze 24 Becavee I vant to encourage you to nove on up here.
25 and disclose the significant environnental effacts of 25 Willlan Waite is the third person. Go ahead, Mr.
45 47
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1 alternatives for implenenting the objectives in the 1 Jackson.
2 1995 Bay-Delta plan adopted by the State Water 2 MR. JACKSON: My nane is Bill
3 Resources Control Board. ) 3 Jackson. I’n from Tehana County, menber of the Tehana
4 An important aspet of the draft EIR is the 4 County Board of directors, past president of the Tehama
S inclusion of alternatives that rely on the nodification S County Cattleman’s Association. We notice all of
8 of vater rights in the Cantral Valley as a means of 6 CALFED’S things has vater storage doun as sacond fron
7 distributing the responsibility for neeting the 7 the botton. We juet wonder how they could have that,
8 objectives of the Bay/Delta plan. The board will 8 or even if CALFED would be here if Shasta Dan and
8 evaluate the draft EIR, along with other aevidencs, in 9 Oroville Dan had not been put up by our predecessors to
18 preparation of a vater right order to implenent the 18 give these people vater that ve have and are using
11 Bay-Delta plan. i1 now.
12 I vould point out that the State Water 12 If wve do not -- if va do not put in more
13 Resources Control Board is in fact a regulatory agency, 13 and develop vater storage, vhat we have vuill not last.
14 part of the CALFED progran. i€ And putting in and taking out livestock or any other
15 Also, the Board has released literature 15 thing ve do to davelop more vatar supposedly out of our
16 that says vater rights is an integration of both public 18 streans and the nountains we will find vill not work.
17 trust and appropriate right systens, and that all 17 In the past history of the Sacranento
18 appropriations nay be subject to review if changing 18 River, before Shasta Dan vae sver put in, this tine of
19 circunstances varrant their reconsideration and 19 the year, nany, nany people had to haul their vater out
28 reallocation, and that public truet values are subject 26 of the vater holes in the Sacranento River just to get
21 to reasonable and beneficial provisions of the 21 wvater to their aninals. Without this vater storage, ve
22 California constitution. 22 are not going to have vater to hold and to take us
23 Further, the Board says these beneficial 23 through the drought years. Thank you.
24 uses have been broadened to include fish and wildlife 24 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Jackson.
25 protection. The State codes governing the Water 25 Ken -- you vant to help me on this one? Let me do the
46 48
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1 other ones. Willian Waite and Gary Grisvold, (f you 1 years of construction. I think this {s at best.

2 can come on L. 2 That’s 15 years. If you’ve got another seven that’s 22

3 MR. LINDAUER: I'n Ken Lindaver, 3 years. Then vou're talking 26/28.

4 nember of the Board of Directors of the Tehana County 4 We noed the vater nov. We got a shortage

5 Farn Bureau. I°n a nanager of a fanily farn on the 5 of vater now. We’ve got to look to move up the dan

6 Sacramento River. 6 sites and others. That is a priority ve need to be

4 I'n concerned that CALFED -- you people in 7 looking at, not to put it at the lowest. You’ve got to

8 CALFED are getting too involved in the details in these 8 look at the highest. It’s also, I've had -~ I live

9 nasgive reports and trying to follov all the rules and 9 wvithin a half of nile of Funks Creek, which would be

18 regulations, and you are nissing the big picture. The 18 one of the dan sites. I’ve had vater go through our

11 big picture is is we live in a clinate vhere it juet 11 ranch. Conversely, if the proposed dam goes in, they

i2 rains in the vinter. And you’re not going to have any 12 have to have conveyance systen fron the Sacramanto

13 vater to vorry about efficiency transfers and 13 River, one of those canals vill probably be going

14 environnent and flushing the Delta, if you don’t of the 14 through ry old ranch. So --

15 wvater to begin with. And your only source of vater is 15 But maybe people are going to have to do a

18 rain. And the only way to save rain vater is to catch 16  little sacrificing to get the benefit of the good. And

17 it in reservoirs. 17 naybe the last thing ve need to do is speak vith a

18 There is another source of vater and that’s 18 uniforn voice -- mified voice. The supervisors of all

19 the ocean. Maybe tha Southern California people ought i8 the counties, plus the vater district, ve got to

28 to be looking at desalinization of salt vater. That’s 28 right -- preserve vhat vater ue have herse for

21  the only source of vater there is is rain vater and 21 beneficial vee of everyone. Thank you.

22 possibly the ocean. 22 MR. BRANDT: Gary Grisvold, Sandy

23 So you’ve got to catch the vater. As the 23 Denn and Mary Anne H-o-u-x. Houx? Houx, okay. MNr.

24 population grows, ve’re going to use nore vater i{n the 24 Grisvold.

25 state, 8o ve’rs just going to have to have nore vater 25 MR. GRISWOLD: VYeah. Thank you for
49 St
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1 stored to have it -- to have adequate vater to use. So 1 the opportunity to speak this avening. My nane is Gary

2 I think the storage should be the vary top priority in 2 Griswold, and I'n the Director of the Butte County Farn

3 your plan and not just one of eight elements. Thank 3 Bursau. I'n a farmer. I farn alnonds and walnuts and

4 you. 4 I’'malittle unusual in that I’m an agriculture banker,

S MR. BRANDT: Willian Waite, Gary S too. 8o you night expact I'n a little econonic

8 Griswold and Sandy Denn. 68 oriented.

7 MR. WATTE: I'n Supervisor Bill Waite 7 Over the years I thought the nission of

8 fron Colusa County. It’s W-a-i-t-e. Also a director 8 CALFED vas to insure a balanced approach of providing

9 on the Colusa Basin Drain District and also a menber on 9 dependable, high quality vater to all the people of

18 the SB 1886 comnittee. It’s SB 1866. I’n a director, i8 call of California as vall as to protect and enhance

11 yee -- or a nenber. 11 the snvironment. The published draft report falls far

12 I live vithin -- ny whole life, within five 12 short of this nission, as it is very short-sighted and

13 niles of the proposed Sites, Colusa complex. It vas 13 Dbiased in its approach.

14 said that vhen 14,888 acres would be destroyed -- I 14 With the current projected population

15 don’t knov {f the speaker has ever been up there in the 15 grovth of California, the proposed solutions of water

16 sumner. Besides rattlesnakes and star thistle, at one 18 conservation, vater transfers, and diversion in farm

17 time there vas probably about 18 to 15,8@¢ sheep raised 17 land to habitat will not replace the short-fall in

18 in that area. Basically because of coyotes, thers is 18 needed vater resources. An expanded vater supply must

19 none, some cattle. If you vant a better picture, it 19 be a part of the solution, and its snvironmental needs

28 would be -- you’'re also talking about the priority vas 28 place greater denands on vater. Iransfers would

21 said, vell, after everything else is failed, we’ll look 21 adversely impact northstate ground supplies.

22 st dans. Maybe you ought to look -- that’s after seven 22 Agriculture has vastly improved its irrigation methods,

23 years. Thay said it’s going to take eight years to do 23 so conservation enhancenents ars pretty minimal.

24 an EIR on the 5Sites resarvoir. Going to be another 24 Diversion of farnland to habitat may not

25 four years of litigation. Going to be another three 25 conserve vatar. In fact, habitat also has savere vater
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requirenents in most instances. There may be a
question of hov much habitat ve really need and how
nuch ve really can afford. Northern California has
already contributed significantly to habitat along the
Sacranento River. There is many thousands of acres
that of already been converted, and thers is an
aggressive narketing progran to acquire nore lands as
quickly as pogsible. Even this conversion to datad has
had a severs impact on the econonics of Northern
California.

b
2
3
4
5
8
7
8
9
18
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would like to ses that statement changed.

Two, the environnmental vater bank concept
is Insufficiently defined.

Thres, environnental demands must be
realistic and scientific with integration of CVPIA,
CALFED and ESA objectives.

Four, ve muet not plav games vith ground
vater supply numbers. We need more and real data, and
ve nead real vater daveloped in real reserwoirs.

Five, conjunctive use can be a part of

54

Ihe proposed solutions will not only 11 CALFED, but it must support reasonabls local
devastate northstate agriculture but the local and 12 regulations that allow for transferability of surplus
state econonies as well. It will also significantly 13 supplies only.
impact our life styles and the many positive 14 Six, off-strean storage nust he expanded,
contributions agriculture nakes to the snvironnent and 15 and most inportantly, must move forvard sisultaneously
to open gpace. Tha shrinking of a strong viable 18 vith other components of the ISI. Properlv placed and
agricultural econony is not a realistic solution, 17 designed, it can, A, produce clean and efficient
although it may be the easiest political solution. 1 18 energy; B, enhance air quality; C, provide additional
urge you to consider the developnent of vater resourcee 19 surface supply; D, provide additional and much needed
in your plan as an alternative to vater transfers and 28 flood control in Northern California; E, enhance
the shrinking of a strong agricultural econony. Thank 21 recharge capabilities; and F, improve environnental
you. 22 habitat in highly arid areas.
KR. BRARDT: Thank you, Mr. 23 In my uritten comments I said that driving
@riswold. Sandy Denn? 24 by at 78 niles on the freevay, you don’t see the
MS. DENN: Yes. 25 rattlesnakes and star thistle. But they are thers.
53 55
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1 MR. BRANDT: Mary Anne, can you help 1 This would be an improvenent.
2 me Hous. I got it right, okay. and Doug Bentz. 2 Saven, do not consider any further
3 MS. DENN: My nane is Sandy Denn. 3 conversion or falloving of ag lands, at least not until
4 I'n a third generation farnmer living on the lands. My 4 you fallow shopping centers and apartment buildings.
5 husband and I participate in generating a multi-billion 5 Cultivated crops consune lees than half the
8 dollar source of revenuve in this state. 6 wvater of certain natural grouwth plants in this valley.
7 The consumer of California produce has a 7 I just vant to implore you for the fix in
8 guarantes of quality, quantity and variety superior to 8 the Delta, be realistic about our futwwre. Give us more
8 anyvhere alse on earth. Green crops produce much 8§ storage. Thank you.
i8 needed improvenent to air quality. Much of the 18 MR. BRANDT: Thank you. Mary Anne
11 agriculture in California provides savironmentally 11 Houx, Doug Bentz, and Janes Marler.
12 friendly habitat to multiple species, and northstate 12 MS. HOUX: Good evening, my nane is
13 vater returns to the systen clean anough for reuse by 13 NMary Anne Houx. Please say the X. I’n a nenber of the
14 urban entities. So enough political statements. 14 Board of Supervigors in Butte County.
1§ Here are ny connents. I have seven. 15 Your problanatic impact statement provides
18 Number one, in spits of vast screening 16 opportunities for neu storags, both above and below the
17 improvements at Glenn/Colusa Irrigation District, I 17 Delta, to enhance tining and flow management to more
18 find in Volune II of the EIR/EIS the ecosysten 18 effectively and efficiently satisfy urban,
18 reetoration plan Sac River nanagement 2one this 19 agricultural, and environmental beneficial veers.
28 stataement. Although many improvenents have been nade 28 In all due respect, California has studied
21 to its screening systen. fish protection remains 21 nev storage facilities for over 34 years. I don’t
22 inadequate. Well, as a nenber of that Board of 22 think ve need to study storage for another seven
23 Directors, I find that highly offensive, since I know 23 years. We need it inplemented.
24 first hand there has been monitoring in existence and 24 CALFED muet construct facilities for
25 there has not been a single fish take since 1983. I 25 off-strean storage in the Sacramento Valley.
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1 Off-strean storage provides a nuch greater degree of 1 that I have are a fev that I'd like to address again.
2 flexibility, vater supply, reliability, environmental 2 More vater is going to be required for
3 needs, and control than the other storage options baing 3 groving population in California. I don’t think there
4 considered by CALFED. 4 is anybody that can disagree vith that. A vay to do
5 Effective storn —- effective control of $ that would be to stors our winter precipitation for
8 storn flous necassary for inproved fisheriee and also 6 sumver ves, don’t steal it from agricultures.
7 planning for extrene events, vwhich ve ses here ? ¥inter rains cause floods, and groving up
8 frequently, floods and droughts, can best be 8 and living 58 plus years here nov on the Sacramento
9 accomplished by the developnent of nev surface storage 9 River, ve have enough of that. It causes personal as
18 facilities. Increasing storage capacity to capture 18 vell as property danage. Again, store that vinter
11 flood vaters during high flow events can help prevent 11 precipitation for sumher vee.
12 the associated loss of lives, including property and 12 A nulti-uee reservoir, ueing it for nore
13 agriculture. When excess surface vaters are controlled 13 than one purposs. You have a lot of different reasons
14 cloger to the area of origin, sufficient downstrean 14 {f ve’re looking to stack the doninos in one area.
15 inpacts can be prevented. Increased surface storage 15 Transfer of vater requires levies. These
18 would provide nev vater supplies, not a reallocation of 16 need to bs maintained to prevent danage to people and
17 existing supplies fron one area to another. 17 property. It°s time to pay that maintenance bill. If
18 The docunent seens to agras that the 18 wve're not avares of it already, the Sacranento River is
18 construction of additional storage would increase the 19 a canal. That’s the only way the vater gets
28 amount of nev vater. Houever, CALFED has stated that 28 transferred fron what we have developed already in the
21 any actual construction of additional storage vill only 21 past.
22 be considered after all conservation measures and 22 Water rights and property rights, ve have
23 efficiencies have been demonstrated. Such a vague 23 to presarve them. Whether ve like it or not,
24 pronisas of exanining surface storage at sometine in the 24 econonically, agriculture has got us where ve are in
25 future is an inadequate solution. 25 this state. Northern California has a lot to lose if
57 50
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1 CALFED nust not rely on ground vater 1 e don°t vatch for those preservations. Agriculture is
2 supplies of the Sacramento Valley to address the vater 2 the largest employer in the state. Basic ag
3 shortages of the entire state. This practice vould 3 indvetries -- basic industries such as ag, must be
4 have a negative econonic impact on our local 4 naintained to sustain California and pay this
§ conmmities. Increased surface storage is the only vay S tremandous bill that va’re looking at right doun the
8 to bring nev vater into the systen. The County of 6 gun barrsl. The price tag of this grandiose plan has
7 Butte insists that the construction of additional 7 to be paid for fron sonebody. 6uess vho that is going
8 surface storage, both above and belov the Delta, be a 8 to be?
9 requirad conponent of the CALPED Bay-Delta solution 9 When farnland is lost from agricultural
18 during stage one. i§ use, t’s lost forever. To me that vould be an
11 As soon as possible, ve respectfully 11 endangered area that needs to be looked at. Let’s save
12 request a breakdown of the associated tine line on the 12 ourselves fron long-tern dovnvard spiral of disaster by
13 construction of nev storage, and ve ask that this be 13 not sacrificing ag but supporting it instead. Lat’s
14 accomplished immediately. Thank you very nmuch. 14 nove ahead, not backvards. Thank you.
15 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Supervisor 15 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Bentz.
18 Houx. Okay. Next ones are Doug Bentz, James Marler 16 Janes Marler, and then Billie Roney.
17 and Billie Roney. And after that, I think vwe’re going 17 MR. MARLER: I’n Janes Marler. I’n a
18 to take a short break, so our Court Reporter, who is 18 lifelong farner. I farn rice and valnutg. I’n also
19 hanging in here, gets a little break for her fingers. 18 District Director for the California Farn Bureau. And
28 M. Bentz? 28 I listened to tha comments tonight, and in looking at
21 MR. BENTZ: Yes, Doug Bentz, Butte 21 the video you had, it°s very apparent that the storage
22 County Farn Bureau, third generation farner, as vell as 22 systen that ve have in place today vas basically put in
23 an ag instructor at Butte College. The comnents I have 23 place by the support of agriculture.
24 tonight, rather than going over sone of the ones 24 Agriculture has been taken vater fron nov,
25 before, I think you’ve heard those enough. The issues 25 the snvironmental uses, for the urban uses, and without
58 68
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1 nore storags, I don’t ses hov that we can continue to 1 to do better vwith the resources they have.
2 divide up the pie and to distribute nore vater. 2 What nade this happen? A free narket,
3 MAgriculture is, with the modern technology 3 private property, and its inherent stevardship. CALFED
4 ve have, vith the drip irrigating systens and the nev 4 can’t see the fish through the vater. CALFED vants to
5 technologies are conserving at max vater today. It’s § take vater through transfers, preservation, veurping
8 going to bs hard to conserve nore vater. We need mors 68 property rights and idling farnland. It relies on the
7 storage for future grovth in California, not only 7 punitive approach, take vater fron the people and give
8 agriculture, but the urban growth, the environmental 8 it to the fish. The only sensible ansver does not rely
9 needs. And I've been through the floods and the 9 on puitive neasures. We don’t have to take vater avay
1§ droughts, and I knovw that naither one are pleasant, but 18 fron people.
i1 it°s very heart breaking to see the vater flow doun the 11 Just like those nillions of suimning pools
12 river during the vinter times vhen ve almost are at the 12 dotting the state, ue can add to the supply. This
13 point of breakage. And I've been through two floods, 13 would benefit both the fish and ths people. Farmers
i4 and I think we need to conserve sone of this vater as 14 and ranchers have been ahaad of the curve by constantly
15 it goes down the river. It’s not beneficial to the 15  imrproving and reducing their ues of vater. But vhat of
16 environnent going down at that it°s so naximum that nax 16 the rest of the people done.
17 flows. 17 A farmer is a business person, juet like
18 8o I think that ve need nore storage to 18 anyone else. The caveat is that he is the scapegoat
18 Dbetter control the vater and for the drought years. 19 for people too blind to see that there are plenty of
28 Thank you. 28 cauees vhich advarsely affect the fish other than hin.
21 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Marler. 21 Protacted sealions avait the nigrating salmon as they
22 Billie Roney, and then ve’ll take a ten-ninute break. 22 leave the nouths of rivers and plunge wuittingly into
23 MS. RONEY: I need to apologize for 23 the sea. It isn’t a nevw story. Thae bigger fish alvays
24 not naking eye contact, becavee I need to read. 24 eats the snaller one.
25 MR. BRANDT: That’s fine. 25 Please renenber the people. They nake good
61 63
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1 MS. RONEY: My name is Billie Ronsy, 1 things happen, and they alvays of. WUe legislate hov ve
2 and I proudly come here representing myself as a nenbar 2 think and hov ve talk. We legislate norals, land vee,
3 of the Farn Bureau, and also the proud wife of a fifth 3 vater vse, and air use. WUe legislate to punitive
4 generation rancher who is not only a great ag guwy but a 4 perfection anything and evervthing inaginable. But one
5 great conservationalist and takes good care of the 5 thing I'm sure of, we can’t legislate evolution. Thank
6 land. 8 you.
7 I think it’s time to nove on to the 7 MR. BRANDI: Thank you, Me. Roney.
8 century. We can’t return California to the tine before 8 Looking at the clock in back, I see it’s
9 the arrival of the European settlers like sone people 8§ 8:25. S0 I’ll call this back togather at 8:35. We
18 vould like to have us do. It°s tine to accept 18 have got to kesp this short. We’va got about another
11 reality. Naither the smelt nor the salmon are any more 11 58 or 66 people to speak.
12 of a canary in the nind than vers the Iyronasaurve Rex 12 (Break taken.)
13 or the Brontasawrus. The frogs vwe’ve heard 80 much 13 MR. BRANDT: We can hear you wp
14 about veren’t dying fron acid rains or holee in the 14 here, go ahead.
15 ozone. They had a little froggy disease that had 15 MS. GIBBS: I still don’t think
16 nothing to do vith nan or his nanagement. 16 everyone can hear ne.
17 People are the most inportant resource. 17 MR. BRANDT: Oh, I think ve can. But
18 Farners and ranchers feed and clothe a population more 18 wve can hear you. We’re listening.
19 than tvo and a half tines the size of what we had in 18 MS. GIBBS: Thank you. Good avening,
28 1818 and they tripled their exports as well. 26 ny nane is Suzanne Gibbe, I°n the vatershed coordinator
21 In that sane timefrane they lowerad the 21 for the Big Chico Creek Watershed Alliancs.
22 total acreage of production from 325 to 267 nillion 22 First of all, thank you for coning to
23 acres. That 28 million acres, vhich is larger than the 23 northern are California for this public hearing. The
24 state of Louisiana, is avallable nov for other uees, 24 vatershed alliance would like to see CALFED continuve to
25 such as vildlife habitat, because of peopls who strive 25 support --
62 84
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1 MR. BRANDT: Okay. Wait a minute, 1  huge impact agriculture makes on the Northern

2 I’l1 give you sone extra time. We really need to have 2 California sconony.

3 a few -- you vant to have conversations, could I aek 3 Butte County alone generates over three

4 you -- the Court Reporter is having difficulty hearing. 4 nillion dollars in farn incoms annually. Tt is

S So I really need you to stap outside, if that’s okay. 5 estinated that as that three nillion dollars rolls

8 That vould really help us all out. Thank you. There @ through our comwmity it produces over one billion

7 is just a lot of echo in here and 80 ve hear you back 7 dollars in the econony. And vhen I say rolling through

8 there near the door talking. Go ahead. 8 the community, I mean that farmers take that money,

] MS. GIBBS: Thank you. The g they gat their crops and livestock and buy equipment,
1§ Watershed Alliance would like to see CALFED continue to 18 they buv supplies, they buy services. The people vho
11 support and fund vatershed groups throughout the 11 sell the squipnent, supplies and services then take
12 state. Locally, CALFED has funded Phase I and Phasa II 12 that nonay and buy groceries, clothing, services, fuel,
13 of the Big Chico Creek vatershed project, which is a 13 et cetera. If Butte County alone -- in Butte County
14 conpilation of the existing conditions in our 14 alone the cunwulative value of agriculture is over one
15 wvatershed, the creation of a nanagemont strategy for 1S billion dollars, then statevide, agriculture provides
16 the vatershed. And then the third phaee is the 16 several billion dollars for our aconony. To danage or
17 implementation, working vwith land ouners for identified 17 inhibit agriculture in California vould have a huge
18 restoration actions. 18 detrinental affect on the entire California aconomy.

19 Additionally, the Watershed Alliance would 19 To idle farnland in order to save vater, as has heen
28 like to see CALFED help us resolve fish passage 28 suogested in the CALFED proposal, would be put farn
21 problens at One Mile, Five Mile, and Iron Canyon, 21 vorkers out of work, would put farn inplenent dealers
22 continue to work vwith land ouners to restors riparisn 22 and suppliers out of buginess, and and would put small
23 zones, to improve vater quality, base flov and 23 rural conmunities on the brink of extinction.

24 temperatures. To acquire habitat for -- from villing 24 In addition, {f farnland {s to be idle,
25 sellers in the vatershed, to protect and enhance upper 25 then farn ouners nead to be compensated. This would be
65 687
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1 wvatershed meadovs, to insure -- 1 a najor burden for all taxpayers, because the state and

2 MR. BRANDT: Could I please ask the 2 federal governnent would have to compensate land ovners

3 people in back, vwhoever, we hear it very clearly up 3 for their loss of incone.

4 hers. Thank you. Go ahead. [ 4 CALFED is an anbitiouvs plan to give a fair
S MS. GIBBS: To protect and enhance § share of vater to farns, cities, and Delta wildlife.

68 upper vatershed meadows, to assure in-strean flous year 8 It needs to be done. However, not at the expense of

7 round, to monitor urban storn vater to deternine 7 tanily farms and ranches, and in conmunitiss they

8 inpacts to vater quality, and to protect -- to provide 8 support.

8 protection for ground vater recharge areas. 9 We in the agricultural commwnity believe
18 We’d like to see additional -- 18 there is a solution to the entire problen, and vith
11 additionally, that the CALFED documents do not stress 11 sone long-range planning, all state holders can be
12 implementations for strong water conservation neasuree 12 satisfied, but we cannot accomplish this goal without
13 for either ag or urban users. And ve feel that those 13 vater storage.
i4 issues really affect Northern California vater and the 14 Storage, in the forn of above-ground
15 anount of vater that we have for all purposes. Thank 15 reservoirs, is the only vay CALFED can acconplish these
18 you. 18 goals. There is enough vater in Callfornia to supply
17 MR. BRANDT: Thank you. Todd 17 all or needs, but it needs to be saved and banked for
18 Kimmelshue, Joe Connell, and Mike Vereachagin. TYodd 18 drought years and needs to be controlled if wet years.
19 Kimmelshue. Mr. Kimnelshue, step right up, please. 19 Storage also adds to our economy through raecreation and
28 MR. KIMMELSHUE: Thank you. TYodd 28 tourisnh opportunities and adds safety to our residents
21 Kinmnelshve. I’n hers tonight representing the Butte 21 through flood control.

22 County Farn Bureau and the Chico Chanmber of Connmerce. 22 Storage vwill also provide a stable vater
23 As a nenber of the Board of Directors of 23 supply for the Dalta, and the vildlife, and the fish
24 Dboth the Chico Chamber of Comherce and the Butte County 24 that live there, and vill provide for the residents of
25 Farn Bureau, I've had the opportunity to learn vwhat a 25 California for generations to cone. The solution is
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simple. If ve build vater storage for California, ve
all vin. If va don’t, ve could all lose. Thank you.

MR. BRANDI: Thank you, Mr.
Kinnelshue. Joe Connell, Mike Veraeschagin, and Levis
Johnson. Mr. Connell.

MR. CONNELL: I°n Joe Connell, Farn
Advigor with the University of California Cooperative
Extension here in butte county. Over 18 percent of the
Jobe in Butte County are directly related to
agriculture. There is no alternative industry to
replace this in our area. My first comment on the
habitat restoration aspects deals vith the setback lewy
proposals of the Sacramento River. The impact on the
local sconony would be significant with this proposal.
It vould result in converse of high value tree crope
that can’t vithstand flooding to lov value annual
crops, and that would have a direct impact on our local

18 ag sconony.

19 The second point I want to make is that any
28 loss of surface vater for agriculture increases the
21 cost of irrigation. This makes our comnodities lees
22 competitive vith other parts of the stats. Becauee of
23 high rainfall, ve face nore disease problems that

24 increasa the cost of farning. Low vater cost is ow
25 advantage and is what allous us to successfully compete

69
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1 and naintain a viable agriculture econonv in this

2 aea. This must not been compronised.

3 Third, to supply vater and food to 28

4 nillion nev Californiang, ve have got to presarve our
5 ag base and create new vater and storage systens as a
6 rirst plan of action, not wait to see if it°s neaded.
7 Relying on conjunctive vse and conservation as a

8 routine vater source is unvise.

9 Ground vater, conservation, and vater

1§ transfers must be pregerved as a backup that can be
11 tapped vhen drought removes other sources. To use it
12 othervise leaves no buffer in the systen when drought
13 reduces surface supplies. And that is sure to happen
14 in the future.

15 We need clear vision, and ve needs action
16 nov to neet the people’s vatar neads in the next

17 century. Thank you.

18 MR. BRANDTI: Thank you, Mr. Connell.
18 NMike Vereschagin, Levis Johnson, and Vickie Newlin.
28 M. Veraschagin.
21 MR. VERESCHAGIN: Hello, my name is
22 Mike Vereschagin. I’m a fourth generation farmer in
23 Glenn County. I’m a menmber -- board member of the

24 Glenn County Farn Bureau, the California Farn Bureau
25 Federation, and the Colusa Basin Drainage District.

— PAGE 71

b The main point I vant to make tonight is

2 CALFED vill not solve California’s vater shortage for
3 agriculturs, the environment, the bueinesses, and the
4 paople of this state without more water storage.

5 Current CALFED proposals is simply a

8 reallocation or transfer of existing vater supply.

7 This is not an acceptable alternative. There is no nev
8 substantial vater developmant in the current proposals
8 of CALFED. The retirement or conversion of ag land and
1§ increasing ground vater pumping is not a viable or

11 econonically feasible option. By taking our vater,

12 you’ll be putting people out of work, which will have
13 devastating impacts on the people of rural

i4¢ connunities. Businesses will suffer, and our land will
15 be devalued. Banks vill not loan money to farmers if
186 wve cannot of a reliable affordable supply of vater.

17 This includes both our surface vater and our ground

18 wvater, vhich ve depend upon in years of drought.

19 Farners depend on ground vater under their
28 land, especially in years of shortages. To produce the
21 food and fiber that all of ve in this roon, this state,
22 this nation, and this vorld consume, wa need to have
23 vater. In farning through many droughts, we have seen
24 and felt the inpacts of wells going dry during critical
25 tines of the year, due to the increased purnping when ve

n
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1 don’t of an adequate surface supply.

2 The rural hone ouners are the first to feel
3 the impacts. They have the shallow vells, and those

4 are the first vells to go dry. To say or aven imply

5 that ground vater can supplenent the state’s vater

6 neads in years of drought vhen it’s already overtaxed
7 is ludicrove.

8 I ask you, CALFED, who will pay our bank
9 loans and olr enployees who fead their fanjlies with
18 the food ve produce, and the businesses we support and
11 their enployees when you take vater fron agriculture.
12 The only vay CALFED can have a positive impact on the
13 state’s vater supply is to build a substantial nev

14 surface storage. This will be a win-vin situation for
15 all sectors of the state; agriculture, the environment,
16 business, and the paople.

17 Surface storage will also of the benefit of
18 flood control, vhich can prevent millions if not

19 Dbillions of dollars in damages. These danages are
2§ coets to fedoral, state, local governnent and the
21 people, and all these danages are paid by our tax

22 dollars.

23 Please modify CALFED’S plan to reflect the
24 support of a poll that was done four years ago that

25 shoved that 85 percent of the people in this state
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1 support building nev surface storage to supply the 1 ecoseysten restoration prograns vithout continued
2 neads of the groving state. 2 financial support.
. 3 Since I have time still left, I find it 3 More specifically, vhen this restoration
4 anazing that -- after seeing that video, everything 4 has taken place and public funding is no longer
5 seamed real nice. And then get to the 5 avallable, vhat entity vwill be responsible for the
8 question-and-ansver period, ve canhot get specific 6 nmaintenance and upkeep? The concept of beneficiaries
7 ansvers to the questions we have. You got a document 7 pay is raised throughout the implementation document.
8 that’s forty-seven hundred pages long, and you cannot 8 CALFED maintains that this approach encouragas
9 ansver our questions ve have adequately. Real general 8 Dbeneficiaries to nmore carefully reviev the vater needs
i8 and vague ansvers here. I don’t knov we need, vhat, a 1§ and the associated costs of propoead prograns, but
11 47,908 page docunent to answer it? Thank you. 11 adnits that it may ba difficult to assess uho the true
12 MR. BRANDT: Thank wou. Leuis 12 Dbeneficiaries nay be.
13 Johnson, Vickie Nevlin, David Bird. Mr. Johnson. 13 The discussion regarding the various
14 MR. JOHNSON: I’n Lewis Johnson, 14 aspects of public versus private benefits is
15 current President of Butte County Farm Bureau, third 15 interesting. It points to agricultural vsers as free
18 generation farmer in the Orland area. You ladies and 16 riders securing private benefits and touts that
17 gentlenen have a big responsibility with your decision 17 environment uvees are public and benefit a wider
18 that’s going to be nade fron these hearings and through 18 croes-section of the community that cannot be
18 this vhole process. 19 distinguished.
28 Everyone in the State of California is 28 This approach fails to recognize the
21 going to be affected, whether good or bad, from your 21 current vater rights systen and vill clearly penalize
22 decisions, and allocating more tovards the 22 agricultural users regardless of hov efficient they may
23 environnental end of it is not a viable situation, with 23 Dbecons. With an agricultural based aconony the County
24 the anount of vwater that we have at the present tine. 24 of Butte opposas this tupe of user fee, unless it is
25 Without nev storage or nev vater baing nade availabls, 25 nore clearly and equitably defined and is supportive of
73 75
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1 it becones a losing situation in the next century. 1 the needs of agriculture.
= 2 You know, you’re looking -- we’ve got to 2 In addition, water-rich Northern California
) 3 look ahead for the next S8 years. And your decisions 3 is not anxious to be taxed for suppluing vater to other
4 that you’re naking nov are going to be those decisions 4 parts of the state.
S ue have to live with. Not in my tine but ny son’s 5 The CALFED progran needs to clarify their
8 tinme, 6 financing plan and spacify their sources of funding for
7 And I had a few other things to say, but a 7 the duration of the progran. Clearly the discuasions
8 lot of it has already been said tonight, but I’ll move 8 regarding nev bonds, nev fees and proposed budget
9 right on and let somebody else talk. 9 appropriations need to be incorporated into a specific
b1 MR. BRANDT: Thank wou, Mr. 18 comprshensive finance plan for the duration of the
11 Jobnson. Vickie Nevlin, David Bird and Les Herinier. 11 progran that is available for public review. To
12 MS. NEWLIN: I’m Vickie Newlin. I'n 12 procead vith a progran of this nagnitude vithout
13 here tonight representing the County of Butte. And the 13 secured funding would be renise. Thank you.
i4 County of Butte is very concerned about continued 14 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Miss Newlin.
1S financing for the various components of the CALFED 1S David Bird, Les Herinjer, Mike Arens.
16 Bay-Delta progran. The progran propoees to develop 16 MR. BIRD: My nane is David Bird.
17 financial strategies and koshering for all the many 17 I’n a menber of the Butte County Water Comnission. I'n
18 aspects of the progran. However, none of these funding 18 also the gensral nmanager of Fernvwood Irrigation
18 sources is securad for the 38-year life of the 18 District, and I°d like to discuss vwith you this evening
28 progran. 28 the area of origin vater rights.
21 For instance, in the vatershed nmanagement 21 We’ve talked a lot about storage but not
22 progran document, there is discussion about progran 22 about vater rights very much. The CALFED Bay-Delta
. 23 developnent and inplementation without creating a 23 progran supports the concept of origin of vater rights
24 dependency on public funding. How doss CALFED propose 24 and the BEIS. Butte County encourages this approach
25 to maintain the variouve vatershed management and 25 and requests that CALFED work vith local government and
24 %
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1 private land owners to insure proper management of our
2 vater resources at the local level by incorporating
3 policies of local general plans and zoning ordinances
4 into the Bay-Delta solution.

5 Butte County is very concerned that area of
8 origin vater rights are not being considered as
7 provided for in the California vater code. Area of
8 origin statutes vere designed to protect the rights to
§ wvater in areae vhere the vater originates. Butte
18 County, having both the Butte Basin and Oro Dan
11  Raservoir, in addition to Butte Basin ground vater
12 supplies is the area of origin for much of California
13 vater supply. In addition, Butte County voters passed
14 a ground vater protection ordinance in November 1836.
15 Ay policies devaloped by CALFED need to abide by this
16 voter nandate, vhich was developed to protacted local
17 the ground vater supplies. Any conjunctive uee ground
18 wvater banking prograns developed by CALFED must contain
19 a fornal agreanent between the local, state, and
28 federal agencies to insure that local suppliss are not
21 dinminished, local ordinances are upheld, and area
22 origin of vater rights are preserved.
23 Butte County requests that CALFED provide
24 for local control and abide by the area of origin vater
25 rights. Presaerving our current vater supply is

77

— PAGE 78
1 essential for the rich quality of life and continuved
2 eacononic success in Butte County and throughout
3 Northern California.
£ We in Butte County are concerned about the
5 intended use of PEIS and hou specific implimentation
© actions vill be forvarded. Butte County protests the
7 use of this draft environmental document as a basis for
8 setting future environmental policy. The data and
9 analysis is inadequate, and should be augnented by more
18 site-specific analysis which discues in depth the
11 potential associated negative impacts of each propoeed
12 action.

13 The uss of broad, sweaping environmental
14 assessnents that fail to capturs econonic and quality
15 of life impacts is inadequate to assess a progran of
18 this large a scale and simply vwill not vork.

17 In conclusion, CALFED seans to have

18 forgotten their concept of everybody getting better
19 togather. Our evaluation of the progran outlined in
28 the PEIS fails to reveal vhat rural counties stand to
21 ganme.

22 CALFED must provide written assurance that
23 the progran vill address the aforementionad issues

24 Dbefore proceeding with the record of decision. There
25 nwst be a comnitment that rural countiss, such as Butte
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1 County, will be protected throughout the implimentation
2 of CALFED Bay-Dslta progran, 8o that we vill all indead
3 do get better togather. Thank vou.

4 MR. BRANDI: Thank you, sir. Les

S Herinjer, Mike Arens and Carl Funke.

(] MR. FUNKE: Good evening, ladies and
7 gentlenen, ny nane is Les Herinjer. I°n

8 President of the Sacramento Valley Land Ouner’s

9 Association. We rapresent the property ouners up and
18 doun the Sacramento River, and I have a statement I

11 vant to read to you, vwhich ve’ve already mailed off to
12 CALFED.

13 CALFED cane about to develop solutions to
i4 wvater supply and vater quality problens in the

15 Sacramento and San Joaquin Valleys. Our nenbers have a
16 vital stake in the outcone of the decisions that CALFED
17 nakes bacavee they farn along the Sacramento River.

18 CALFED’S first priority needs to be a

19 sarious comnitment to the development of nev supplies
28 of surface vater storage in the state to meet the

21 denands of a groving population and the environmental
22 demands of the Delta. DWR’s oun studies varn of severe
23 vater shortages in the future. By 26/28, annval
24 shortages of 3.7 to 5.7 nillion acre feet could occur
25 during average rainfall years.
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1 Why do our policy makers continuve to

2 procrastinate in the area of additional surface vater
3 storage? We have studied this issus long enough.

4 There is over 71 nillion acre feet of annual runoff {n
S5 the state, of vhich 38 nillion acre feat runs unchecked
8 to the ocean. This 38 nillion acre feet that runs

7 unchecked to the ocean has risen to a hundred million

8 acre fest in a very vet year.

9 Storing only a snall anount of these axcess
18 flows would solve our environnental and urban vater

i1 shortages far into the future. Without this cowrse of
12 action, CALFED appears to agriculture, which has the
13 nost to loee, to be very disenganuous.

14 The existing water supplies that

15 agriculture vess are actually used by the people that
18 consune the farn products that ve raise. In California
17 ve raised over 258 different connoditias to feed people
18 locally, state vide, and all over the vorld.

19 CALFED’S very aggressive land acquisition
28 progran along the Sacramento River and its tributaries
21 will ultinately result in a net decrease of vater
22 flovwing to the Delta. The riparian corridor that is
23 Dbeing reastablished will use nore vater year round than
24 frarms in this sane corridor. Where will vater for this
25 nev uee cone fron? CALFED*S land acquisitions go on
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1 even though recommendations in the Sacramento River

2 Consarvation handbook, vwhich ve all knov is Senate bill
3 1866, have not been met. Thess include save harbor

4 fron endangered species for neighboring farme.

§ addressing patrol and trespass issuves, and addressing
8 impacts to adjacent landowners in funding proposals.

7 Another issue that CALFED needs to study is
8 of vital concern that has been raised by the state

9 Reclanation Board regarding the unprecedentad anounts
18 of revegetation that will bs taking place in the
11 Sacranento River flood channel. The concern {s vhat
12 this vegetative cover vwill do to flood flous down the
13  Sacranento River, and vhat impact that vill have on

14 adjacent farners, levies, and other vital

15 infrastructure at critical locations along the

16 Sacramento River.

17 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr.

18 Herinler.

19 MR. HERINJER: Thank you.

28 MR. BRANDI: I look forvard to
21 recsiving your statenent as vell.
22 Mike Arens, Carl Funke, snd Gene Harris. M. Arens.
23 MR. ARENS: My fanily has lived in
24 California for over a hundred years and has been
25 continuously farning for almost that long in the
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1 northern state.

2 The irrigation and drainage systens ve have
3 in the northstate are the direct result of the

4 foresight of these pioneers. There is the sane anount
5 of vater on the earth today as there vas eons ago. The
8 problen is an increasing need for this resource and hov
7 to manage it.

8 In California, the people’s needs are our
8 first priority, then agriculture, and finally

18 environment. How do ve meat these increasing needs?

11 Thera’s only one vay, and that is to build
12 more storage off strean preferably. We cannot continve
13 to let winter runoff of this resource to run

i4 unrestricted down our rivers and streans uncontrolled.
1S This is a vaste of one of our moet valuable reeources.
16 All humans need clean air, vater, and food
17 to survive. Agriculture is at risk in your equation
18 wvithout this nev storage. Tventy billion dollars of
19 agriculture production comes fron California central
28 valleys. This is more than is produced in Kansas,
21 Jova, and Nebraska combined, and that’s the bread
22 basket of this nation. '
23 Ve cannot continue to take vater fronm
24 agriculture to solve the problens of California. If
25 this production of food, fiber, and fiber is lost, the

1 effacts vould reach throughout the nation and the

2 vorld, not juet Callifornia.

3 The environnent on o fanily’s farning has
4 Dbeen carefully nanaged since ve started farning years
5 ago. TIhe vater ve uea serves not only the groving

8 crops we produce but the wildlife that nakes its

7 temporary and pernmanent homes there. We have gease,
8 ducks, avasets, herons, egrets, bald eagles, and other
9 raptors.

18 MR. BRANDT: A little slower, sir.
i1 MR. ARENS: We have geess, ducks,

12 avasets, herons, sagles and other raptors. Ue also

13 have nanu nannals and reptiles that live and reside

14 here in harnony vith our farning practices and also

15 need the vatar that is here to irrigate our crops.

18 In cloging, I would like you to understand
17 that humans, vater, agriculture and the environment

18 live under the sane roof and need to co-exist in

19 harmony. We in agriculture knou the valuve of vater and
28 the environnent, and don*t do things to abuee elther of
21 them in our farning operations. No vater is lost in
22 the farning operation {n this state. Renember the

23 vater squation of irrigation; plant uee, svaporation,
24 vwhich becones snov or rain? Runoff is used and reused
25 as it travels to the sea, and the cycle continues.
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1 Thank you for your consideration of our

2 thoughts on the vater issves facing ue today. I can
3 only hope they vill be of vse to You vhen you decide
4 the future of California and our nation. Thank you.

5 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Arens.
8 MR. BRANDI: Carl Funke, Gene C.

7 Harris and Roger Cole. Mr. Funke.

8 MR. FUNKE: My name is be Carl Funke,
9 F-u-n-k-e. I'n arjce producer in Glenn County and

18 also 8 Farn Bweay Director in Glenn County. I°d like
11 to thank CALFED for the opportunity to express our

12 input into this procass.

13 Once again, CALFED haé produced a document
14 that is long and ideas and goals and short on

15 specifics. And I think your video is right along the
16 sams linss. It repsats the sane adnission that CALFED
17 develop and implement a long-tern comprehensive plan
18 that vill restore the scological health and improve
19 vatsr nanagement for the beneficial use of the
28 Bay-Delta systen.
21 So far 80 good, but buried in the document
22 it also talks about losses totaling nearly a quarter
23 nillion acres as unavoidable, irreversible, and

24 Irretrievabls. Also mentioned is agricultural lands
25 nearly a nillion acres that would be affected by
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1 cooperative nanagenent or environnental regulation. 1 practicing environnentalist for a little over a half

2 But this land are isn’t in the Delta 2 century.

3 itself. The ecosysten restoration plan involves avery 3 I vanted to nake a coupla comdents on vater
4 river that drains into the Delta region. In fact, it 4 conservation. Our experience im Richvale has been, oh,
5 involves the vhole State of California. I objact to 5 28 to 38 years ago ve uere applying ten acre feet per
6 the use of CALFED funds for environmental projacts all 6 acre for a crop of rice. We’ve, by capital investment
7 over the state. I think that CALPED has lost sight of 7 of the landovners and the rice industry, ve nov apply
8 its original purpose, so I*d like to offer a few points 8 four and a half acre feet, which is one third of what
9 that night help get you back on track. 9 It takes to irrigates a golf course.

15 The Bay-Delta’s problens are prinarily the bl Now, I think the problen with that is that
11  result of an overly anbitious plan by man to move too 11 ve had the temerity to do this conservation without

12  much vater through the Delta systen without giving 12 governnent enticement or threats, so, thersfore, ve gat
13 adequate considaration to the effects on the 13 no credit for it. Ue have to do it all over again and
14 environmant. CALFED’S current preferred alternative to i4 do something mors, according to your progran.

15 wvork in the Dalta itself is a good first step tovards 15 Novw, I°ve alvays synpathized with thoee

18 addressing these problems. But {t will require just i6 that would like to return to the garden of Eden. But
17 one nore thing, vater. 1Ihat brings me to my sacond 17 as I recall, the population vas two, and I probably

18 point. 18 wouldn’t get my choice of a partner anyvay, so --

19 Kunber two, there is not enough vater in 19 But if va could go back to the natural

28 the state for current future needs. Where will this 28 state of things, let’s remenber that If ve're going to
21 additional water cone? Certainly congervation, ground 21 nake the Central Valley natural, that neans 1S5 feet of
22 vater, and vater transfers can help short-tarn 22 wvater in the State Capitol in wet years, which nay not
23 shortages, but they vill never be adequate beyond 23 be a bad idea. And saltvater intrusion to Marysville
24 that. Conservation and ground vater extraction in the 24 and Grimes fn dry years.

25 vatershed do not create nev vater. The only long-tern 25 Besides that, on top of that, I would like
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1 solution is additional storage. CALFED has several 1 to invite you to see one of the prettiest groves of

2 proposals under reviev and should move quickly to 2 valley oaks on ny property, west of Richvale, while

3 select the best projects and begin the long process 3 across the street, the property managed by Fish & Gans
4 involved. 4 is full of dead fall Willows and Cottonvoods. And I

5 If CALFED is going to succeed, it will need S thank you.

8 the support of Northern California. Tovards that end I 8 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Harris.
7 would also include these next two points in your next 7 Roger Cole, Larry Donenighini, and Chris Johnson.

8 edition. 8 MR. COLE: Hello, I’n Roger Cole,

9 California’s current vater rights vwill be 9 first generation person. Just a couple points here.

1§ supported and abridged by any CALFED program. And my 18 I'n President of Strean Mindors, vhich is a
11 laet point, CALFED vill continue to support area origin 11 branch of the Isaac Walton League with -~ strean

12 protections that vere previously stated in the Central 12 Ninders, that’s one n. Mind your manners, nind your
13 Valley Project and the state vater projact, that only 13 streans. I didn’t vote for the nane, but there it is.
i4 surplus vater would move south. Thank you. 14 I just vanted to nake a fev points. In

15 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Funke. 15 1967, a man naned Anery Lovins, (phonetically), a

18 Gene Harris, Roger Cole, and Larry 18 phusicist, urote a paper as published in Foreign

17 Donmenighini. 17 Affairs Journal, vhore he said that electricity

18 MR. HARRIS: Can I start vith a 18 consumption would not continue to follov a straight

19 green light? 18 line, would not continue to take off as it has through
28 MR. BRANDT: Welcone, Mr. Harris. 28 the fifties and sixties.

21 MR. HARRIS: Thank you. 21 Electrical utility pronptly hired people to
22 MR. BRANDT: Green, go. 22 assassinate his character and did everything they could
23 MR. HARRIS: My nane is Gene Harris, 23 to intinidate hin. Fifteen years later they hired hin
24 I chair the Richvale Irrigation District Board of 24 as a consultant for five thousand dollars a day because
25 Directors. I'n arice farner in Richvale and a 25 he vas abeolutely right.
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1 I think the sane thing applies to vater 1 documents peopls have been reading --
2 consumption. Water consumption is not going to 2 MR. BRANDT: -- your tine is actually
3 continue to take off in a straight line. A good 3 w. S --
4 axanple of the comparable situation i{s the California 4 MR. COLE: Okay.
5 Hnergy Comnission, love it or hate it, they have saved 5 MR. BRANDT: Thank you very muxh.
8 ten billion dollars in snergy since the creation of 8 MR. COLE: There are significant
7 it. That°s a significant number. Every year I cut 7 surface vater products in your documents.
8 firevood for my house. I can make firewood and I keep 8 MR. BRANDT: I’d vwelcoms your
9 wvarn in tvo vays. I can insulate my house, or I can 9 further comes in writing. Okay. Larry Donenighini,
18 cut firevood. So I think it behooves us to do both and 18 Chris Johnson and Paul Wenger. Mr. Domenighini. Go
11 put equal sffort or even nore sffort into 11 ahead.
12 conservation. 12 MR. DOMENIGHINI: Good evening. I’a
13 Conservation is the greatest source of 13 Larry Domenighini, a Glenn County area farmer and a
14 vater that is available to us. That doasn’t mean that 14 nenber of the Glenn County Farn Bureau. Thank you for
15 anybody should be forced to do things, but I think ve 15 allowing us to speak tonight.
18 need to move forvard with that as strongly as ve can. 18 The population of California is increasing,
17 Secondarily, the flood control systea ve’ve 17 and the denands on the vater for environmental and
18 developed in this state is amazing. California has the 18 habitat veas are increasing. Yet the CALFED processes
19 biggest ratio of vatershed area to -- protected area in 19 are all but ignoring nev sourcee of vater. Instead
28 the vorld. I believe it°s 268 to 1. There's 26 square 28 CALFED proposes to take vater avay fron psopla through
21 niles in the Sierra to each nile in the valley that 21 transfers, conservation, and idling of productive
22 tends to flood. 22 farnland. Above ground vater storage must be
23 8o, therefore, they did a legitinate -- an 23 addresssd. Without nev and substantial surface
24 anazing thing hers in protecting us fron floods. But 24 storage, California is doomed to chaos and disaster.
25 ve’ve gone too far in one sense, and that’s that vwe’ve 25 The figures suggested for vater that
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1 put the levies as close as poagsible to the rivers and 1 agriculture can conserve are flat out urong.
2 streans as ve can. The rivers and streamns have no 2 Agriculture has been doing outstanding work in vater
3 roon. There is no flood plain. There is very little 3 conservation and improving efficiency for decades.
4 or no riparian vegetation. These have impact, 4 More savings fron efficiency may occur, but to think
5 significant impacts, on owr fisheries. They danage and S that upvards of 4.5 nillion acre feet could be saved by
8 destroy fisheriaes. That’s vhy ve have endangered 6 agriculture neans only one thing, Ovens Valley
7 salmons. That’s ons of the main reasons, in my 7 throughout the Central Valley.
8 opinion. The scientific literaturs clearly supports 8 The inpact of direct idling of farn land
8 that. So ue need to set levies back some distance. 8 and the indirect idling through loss of uater vill have
18 NMaybe not, you know, a mile, not half a mils. Naybe 58 1§ wvide ranging inpacts on tha state. The peopla of
11 feet. In many streans, the levies sit right on top of 11 California must be considered bafore these plans are
12  the strean banks. There is no flood plain, there is no 12 finalized and implamented.
13 riparian habitat. 13 Hundreds of nillions of dollars have been
14 You knov, ve’ve heard a lot of criticisn of i4 spent on pieceneal purchases of farnland. The nev
15 environmentalists tonight. Ue haven’t heard a lot of 1S CALFED plan calls for hundreds of thousands nors acres
18 criticisn of farners. And I don’t think, frankly, 18 to be convertad. That doesn’t count farnland loss
17 that’s productive, personally. We're all psople. I 17 Dbecauee of other federal, state or local policies.
18 have a lot of respect for farnars. They vwork hard, 18 CALFED needs to return to its original goal of
19 they produce a crop, they have a lot of responsibility. 18 conducting habitat restoration work on public lands for
26 It’s not an easy way to nmake a living. Frankly, 28 existing habitat. The voluntary habitat restoration
21 neither is being an environnental consultant. It’s not 21 prograns proposed by CALFED should be truly incentive
22 an easy vay to nake a living. 22 Dased in a vay that allows both agriculture and the
23 My other concern, it relatas to -- 23 environnent to flourish. Thank you.
24 MR. BRANDT: Mr. Cole -- 24 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr.
25 MR. COLE: And I don’t knov what 25 Domenighini. Chris Johnson, Paul Wenger and Ed
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1 Craddock. Mr. Johnson, please. 1 First, sone people appear to view

2 MR. JOHNSON: Good evening. My nanme 2 underground vater banking as a substitute for nev

3 is Chris Johnson. I°n also a Director of the Glenn 3 surface storage. And second, current and conjunctive
€ County Farn Bureau. 4 use proposals don’t provide enough protection for

5 The CALFED agreenent is going to require § overluing property owners ground vater rights.

6 increasad anounts of northstate vater flous. But there 8 As CALFED’s interest in ground vater

7 are no current plans for additional storage 7 Dbanking has risen, it’s comnitment to nev surface

8 construction. 8o how is CALFED going to get there? 8 storage has evaporated. California cannot neet its

8 At this tine, negotiations are under vay 9 future needs vithout significant nev surface storage.
18 Dbetveen nost northstate irrigation districts with state i8 G6round vater banking can be pursued, but not at the

11 and federal vater agencies for their water supply. And 11 expense of pursuing surface storage as well, and not
12 nost of these negotiations -- excuse me, and most of 12  vithout specific protection for landowners vater
13 thess contracts are in the process of reneval or will 13 rights.
14 be up for reneval soon. 14 We believe ground vater banking can pose
15 Unfortunately, these agencies appear to be 15 legal problems for landowners concerning controlling
18 negotiating to a price of vater, that vhich agriculture 16 the vater underneath their property. Any conjunctive
17 and farning sinply baecones financially inpossible. My 17 vee progran under CALFED muet include clear and

18 concern is that these government agencies whoes 18 spacific protactions for overlying property ouners ani
19 representatives are involved uith CALFED vill uee these 19 their ability to continue pumping. CALFED mnuvet also
28 contract negotiations as a tool to remove productive ag 28 assure that ground vater management progran vill be
21 land and divert this vater to the CALFED’S needs and 21 controlled at the local level. This is the only
22 flovs. 22 scceptable vay to insure technical issues, such as
23 M these discussions and contract 23 regional differences in hydrology and recharge methods,
24 negotiations go forvard, I encourage not juet these 24 are accounted for in a practical vay.
25 CALFED representatives ssated here today, this evening, 5 More importantly, third party inpacts of
83 95
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1 but everyone here in this roon and in the northstate, 1 conjunctive vee plans canhot be evaluated without

2 to be vigilant on this disturbing nethod of 2 knoving the sffects on the local conmunity,

3 transferring vater. Thank you. 3 particularly vhere the supplies are being transferred
4 MR. BRANDT: Thank you. Thank you, 4 to other areas. The Kern Water Bank is one example of
5 Mr. Johnson. Paul Wenger, Ed Craddock and Mark S a progran that came together and vorks, because the

8 Kinmelshue. 8 local people vanted it and were involved in this

7 MR. WENGER: 6Good evening. My nane 7 planning at the out set. Farnmers vho depend on

8 is Paul Wenger. I’m a farmer fron Modesto and the 8 underground vater must also be assured that the quality
9 second vice-president of California Farn Bureau 9 of their vater will not be degraded. If poor quality
18 PFederation. i8 vater is added to underground aquifers as part of a
11 CALFED nust take a nmore aggressive stand in 11 conjunctive use progran, landowners vwill suffer. As
12 pursuit of nev vater storage opportunities in 12  the computer people say, garbage in, garbage out.

13 California. Ihe Farn Bureau bslieves CALFED should 13 CALFED nust fulfill its pronise to create a
14 create nev service resarvoirs and expand existing 14 Dbalanced progran vhich includes neu vater storage, as
15 resarvoirs as vell as explore nev storage and 15 wvell as conservation, and vhich meets tha needs of

18 underground aquifers. 18 peopls as vell as fish and vildlife. Thank you.

17 It has been forvarded by some that 17 MR. BRANDT: Ed Craddock, Mark

18 underground vater storage or conjunctive ves is the 18 Kimmelshue, and Dan Kennedy.

19 only acceptable forn of new vater storage. Houever, pt:} MR. CRADDOCK: Thank you, I°m Ed
26 CALFED seans to have focused on it because of that, and 28 Craddock. I'm Director of Water and Resource
21 becauee it could be less expensive. Houever, it’s not 21 Conservation for Butte County.
22 proven that underground vater is really nsv vater. 22 I’n here to talk to you a little bit about
23 Farn Bureau supports ground water banking as 23 local control in relation to ecosysten
24 one of the tools to manage our vater reeources. 24 restoration projects. Your eyes look just about as
25 However, ue have two concerns. 25 heavy as nine, so I’ll be as briaf as possible.
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1 Oh, everybody got alert. 1 Butte County has a very large concern about
2 MR. BRANDT: We’re listening. 2 this, and it has to do vith the issue of no redirected
3 MR. CRADDOCK: You know, while CALFED 3 impacts. As you increase the riparian habitat along

4 states that the ecosysten restoration progran will € the river, you are going to be taking out of production
§ continue to strive for local control and input for § very productive farnland. And vhat that has the effect
8 various projects, the County of Butte is concerned that 8 of doing is reducing not only the aconony, bacauee

7 local governnent and landounor intersets are not being 7 there will bes -- {n Butte County, becauss there vill be
8 properly sought and considered. 8 no incoms fron that farnland. But it also has the

] Lst ne Des your conscious for a ninute. As 8 effect of reducing the tax bass becavea that land is of
1§ the slected representatives of the people, local 1§ less value or removed fron the tax rolls altogether.

11 government needs to take its places at the table for 11 There is no analusis, or very little

12 your programs to be successful. Elected officials 12 analysis in the EIR as to hov this is going to be

13 represent and are accountables to all the citizens of 13 addressed. It also creates -- this reetoration progran
14 Butte County. 14 can also create pockats of land that are still being
15 In addition, their actions are required to 15 farned that will require mors county services,

16 be brought before the public under the mandates of the 16é primarily in the -- in tines of high vater flovs, when
17 Brown Act. In addition to that, the Board of 17 people that live on these pockets of land are

18 Supervisors is the local land use authority. They are 18 potentially put in danger because of the change in the
19 the ones that are snpovered to make decisions on land 19 environnent around them.
28 ues changes, such as those that are being pronoted 28 Also, the EIR referances the slinination of
21 through the ecosysten restoration progran. 21 lavies, bank protections, hard points, bridge piers and
22 Therefore, for CALFED to be succesesful, it 22 bridge abutnents to accormplish sone of these
23 vill ultinately need to involve local government in 23 restoration aspects. We want to remind CALFED that
24 vatersheds and restoration land vea decisions. To 24 these things have been put in place to not only protect
25 insure that CALFED funded prograns are implemented, it 25 tha citizens of Butte County but to protect the
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i1 is inperative that local governnent be involved. Found 1 infrastructure, and by letting these types of things

2 the right page. 2 degrade or by removing then, it causes the potential of
3 Finally, I vant to say that participation 3 severs danage to infrastructurs, bridges, and possible
4 and coordination by local governnent will contribute to 4 danage to hunan life here in the county.

5 the credibility of CALFED'S planning awd nonitoring 5 The potential econonic and public impacts
8 documents and safeguard their usefulness in future 6 of this restoration progran need to be addressed very
7 implementation stages. 7 thoroughly. And your directive of no redirected

8 Finally, absent funding from meaningful 8 inpacts needs to be adhered to vhen dealing with these
8 participation, the CALFED progran could represent 9 types of projects. Thank you very much.

18 another unfunded nandate passed down to local 18 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr.

11 government. And I know you don’t vant that, and ve i1 Kimmelshue. Dan Kennedy, Perry Hibdon, and Joe, I’ll
12 don’t vant that. Thank you. 12 say Hughes? Mr. Kenhedy, pleasa.

13 MR. BRANDI: Thank wou, Mr. Craddock. 13 MR. KENNEDY: Hello, y nane is Dan
i4 Nark Kimnsaelshue, Dan Kennedy and Perry Hibdon. Mr. 14 Kennedy. I°n the current Glenn County Farn Bureay

15 Kinmelshue. 15 President. My vife Lisa and I farn approxinately 758
18 MR. KIMMELSUE: Good evening. First, 18 acres of irrigated crops. My concern vwith tha CALFED
17 I°d like to thank all of you for coning to Chico and 17 proposal is thers isn’t sufficient vater storage in

18 listening to owr concerns and our comments. 18 their plan. The problen vwith setting aside ground

18 My nane is Mark Kimnelshue. I serve this 18 during dry yvears to make up the need of vater for the
28 county and citizens of this county as a manber of the 28 state, even though the farn that idles ground would

21 Butte County Water Connission. I'n here to talk about 21 poesibly be on a voluntary basis and compensated, it is
22 one very specific topic tonight. It involves the 22 the local econony that loses, tco. It is short-sighted
23 ecosysten restoration progran, and specifically, the 23 necessary On our part as farners to expect the flying
24 river riparian restoration progran and the concept of 24 service, fertilizer business, tractor dealers, hardvare
25 river neander. 25 stores, and the list goes on, to expect that they would
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1 still be in business is long over. 1 are Southern California driven and Northern California
2 By doing so createe more than the 2 |Is expected to vaste copiove anounts of current
3 exportation of vater south. It also shifts our whole 3 agricultural vater to flush and dilute pollutants out
4 econony. The vay I see it, is without surface vater 4 of the Delta. Water quality improvement to neet
5 storage to make up the need for California’s continval S current regulations has historically been the
8 wvater denands, this proposal has no viable solution for 8 responsibility of the end water user. CALFED'S latast
7 California’s vater shortage. Thank you for this time. 7 proposals are a vindfall for urban vater uses at the
8 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Kennedy, 8 expense of agriculture.
9 Next one is Perry Hibdon, Joe Hughes, I think. Is a 8 We find it difficult to support a document
18 farmer fron Gridley. And the last one before ve take 18 that takes huge amounts of vater avay from current
11 our next break will bs Art Bullock. 11 agriculture veers in the Sacramento Valley and offers
12 Perry Hibdon? Anybody? Perhaps that 12 abeoclutsly nothing in return. This approach violates
13 person is gone. Joes Hughes fron @ridley? That person 13 esssntially all of the solution principals of CALFED.
14 is gone, too. 14 Those principals include reduced conflicts. Your
15 Yeah, Art, I think you night as vell nove 15 proposals do not. Equitable; your proposal is not.
18 on up hers. Art Bullock is next. Lst’s do a fev nore, 18 Affordable; vour proposal is not. Durable? Well, it
17 Bruce Saith, as vell as Jason Larrabee. Mr. Bullock, 17 nay be, but not for agricultura. Implenentable? I
18 wvelcome. 18 doubt it, but it also does poss significant redirected
18 MR. BULLOCK: Thank you. My nane is 19 impacts.
26 Art Bullock. I’n the general nanager of the 28 CALPFED should look back to where it vas a
21 Tehama/Colusa Canal authority. We’re located on the 21 couple years ago before it becane unbalanced by spacial
22 vest side of the Sacramento Valley., and we provide 22 intersets.
23 irrigation vater to some 17 districts covering sone 158 23 MR. BRANDT: Mr. Bullock --
24 thousand acres in Tehama, Glenn, Yolo and Colusa 24 MR. BULLOCK: It is not time to start
25 County. 25 over --
181 183
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1 We are saddened and disheartened by the 1 MR. BRANDT: -- your tine --
2 current direction that the CALFED process has taken. 2 MR. BULLOCK: But it is certainly
3 No longer is CALFED a consensus-building sffort with 3 time to return to the original goals of equity,
4 adninistrative and political leadership. The latest 4 fairnees, and everyone getting better together. Thank
S documents appears to have been drafted by the resource 5 wou.
6 agencies and is a najor step backvards. 8 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Bullock.
7 Gone are the days when everyone, “getting 7 Bruce Snith, and then Jason Larrabee, and then ve’ll
8 Dbetter togather," and this policy of "no rediracted 8 take a break. Mr. Snith.
9 significant impacts." Preparation of the document is a 9 MR. SMITH: My fanily cane to
18 nixture of bad science and bad politics, with a fev of 18 California, my great-great-grandnother cane hers on a
11  its shortconings including the burden of providing 11 covered wagon. I got some stuff at home that she
12 vater for new environmental and urban demands has been 12 brought with her. They moved over to the Willous area
13 placed squarely on the backs of agriculture, egpecially 13 and vere farning until sometine in the early sixties.
14 the current agriculture in the Northern Sacranento 14 They sold, I grev up, cane to Chico, went to Chico
15 Vvalley. 15 State, studied geology. 6ot into the apartment
18 Construction of nev vater storage 18 business hare in toun for the last 28 years.
17 facilities nov receives only lip service. Facilities 17 About five years ago I decided I would
18 will only be considered if all the reallocation and 18 start studuing vater, because it looked like it vas
19 conservation efforts are insufficient over time. 18 going to becone a real problen. Well, it hae, it has
28 Without defining limits on how much conservation is 28 been a real problem. And fron vhat I’n studying, ve
21 actually enough, ve vwill never bs able to detarnine 21 aren’t even close to vhere it’s headed, not sven
22 that it is finally tine to take the quote, 22 cloes.
23 “environmentally reprshensible, " unquote, stap of 23 There are problens coning up, I took
24 building facilities to develop new vater. 24 hudrology, hydrogeology, stratigraphy. This is in the
25 Thirdly, vater quality improvement efforts 25 last fev years. I took -- I'n taking environmental
182 184
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nonitoring and toxicology, and I an bloun auay avery
tine I go to a clags. It is absolutely incredible
vhat *s happening.

One of the things, managenent is
monitoring. There is little monitoring going on. I
don’t knov about Southern California, Delta, but in
Northern California, it’s tiny compared to the demand.
There are nillions of dollars being spent on sending
vater sonovhore alse, and as far as I can tell from the
studving, and I'va talked to sone hydrologists in the
area that are teaching, sone that have been in the
bueiness for 38 years. And the problen I find is
nonitoring. And {f I have tine, and stop me if I
don°t, I'n going to just read there. For uells being
puwed in Korthern California for transport of vater

— PAGE 187
1 Basin. Hopefully change your attitude a little bit.
2 Discuas a fevw different issuves.
3 Pirst is growth. We’re going to fix the
4 Delta, we’re going to store nore vater, ve’'re going to
§ do all kinds of other things, but ue’rs not going to
6 control grouth in the State of California? I’n just
7 kind of curious what kind of environment and air and
8 vater quality ve’re going to have vwith 58 nillion
8 people hars.
18 Sacond thing is pesticide iasuves, you
11 discuesed Diazanon and Claraphiprus. If you°d like to
12 naybe nake sone gains in this, quite poesibly maybe you
13 should rencove it from the public fron being able to
14 down and pick it uwp fron a hardvare store, and ueing it
15  uregulated. Whereas, If I vant to use {t, I have to

186

16 south, the recharge source for the Sacranento Valley 16 file a notice of intent, I have to take a class, I have
17 Basin is important, and I*ll add, somevhat unknown. 17 to pay for a parnit. I have to notify the ag

18 In 1994, during heavy pumping and 18 comnissioner before I use it. He has to check up on nme
19 transportation, Sacranmento River vas a gaining strean 19 vhils I vee it, and then I also have to cone back in
28 in the north, that means vaters -- gaining streanm in 28 for a further reference after I°n done using it.
21 the north. It has enough water to go, and hecane a 21 8o if you vant to nake a gain, you night take it out
22 losing strean around Princeton. That means it’s 22 of Wal-Marts and soms of the othar stores.
23 losing. Heavy pumping and transportation south appears 23 Next thing is restoration. If you're going
24 to upset the North Valley ecosystem by taking vater 24 to do restoration, quite poesibly it would be
25 fronm the Sacramento River. I did a little autocad, 25  beneficial if it vas strategic. There’s no since

185 107
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1 three-dinmensional study juet to learn the thing, and I 1  buwing a piece of property bacause it°s a villing

2 just happened upon an area that looked like on W 2 seller -- excuse me, a nile or tuo avay fron the

3 scales that that’s what was happening. 3 river. It nakes parfect sense to buy it on the river,
4 I havent gone in to supsr depth, but I've 4 although that is not acceptable to most people in

5 talked to several people that I consider axperts, and 5 agriculturs. It does not help the agricultural systen,
8 they say, yeah, that seens to be vhat’s happening. It © although it nay help the environment somevhat. That is
7 vas under ny impression this is not supposed to 7 questionable and undeternined.

8 happen. If you pump vater, it’s not supposed to come 8 Next thing is non-native spacies. Salnon
9 fron the Sacramento River. If you vant vater in the 9 were just recently listed, but yet Fish & Gane has an
18 Delta, and you're pumping ground vater from Northern 18 application to the National Marine Fisheries to double
11 California that’s coning from the Sacramento River, 11 the population of striped bass, which is the number one
12 you’re doing it tvice. You’'re sending it fron Shasta, 12 known predator of salmonoids. That doesn’t ssen to be

13 Oroville, then you’re punping it froa ground vater, 13 nmaking a very progressive step to saving the Solomon.
14 vhich isn’t baing monitorsd. And then I’ll finish up. 14 Last thing is Centerville Head Dan, and

15 Hov much money is spent to monitor the 15 unfortunately, Mr. Evans isn’t hers fron Friends of the
18 Bay-Delta to keep it safe? My final comment, hov much 18 River. But since the 1938°s, PG & E has been doing

17 money is spent to monitor this area to keep it safa? 17 vater quality temperature monitoring and things like
18 MR. BRANDT: Thank you. 18 that, and their records indicate through those times
19 MR. BRANDT: Jason Larrabee, and then 19 that -- excuse ne, that by having Centerville Head Dan,
28 ve’ll take s break. Let mov also, just so I can tell 28 vhere the vater’s put into the strean down lov belov
21 you the people after that, Chuck Newton, John Garner 21 what is knov as the Quartz Boul, vhich is the natural
22 and John Garner. 1Ivo diffarent John Garnars. Mr. 22 Dbarrier, the vater is actually cooler before it reaches
23 Larrabes, pleass, uslcone. 23 there than actually flovwing down the strean fron

24 MR. LARRABEE: Good evening. My nane 24 Centerville Head Dan, 80 not all dans are bad.

25 is Jason Larrabes, Larrabee Farms, farning in the Butte 25 Lastly, I'd liks to address levies. I
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don’t understand why ve're going to protect the Delta

1

2 and not evaerything slse that is protacted by levies.

3 But I’n assuming that with Fish and Ganes due

4 diligence, the Minton Cranbovl (phonetically)

5 alleviated most of the problens in the Delta anyvay.

8 Thank you.

7 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Larrabee.
8 Okay. It is 9:35, go ve will ba back at 9:45 on tine.
9 And Chuck Neuton and the tvo John Garners are going to
i§ be the ones up next. So I’ll ask then to be up here in
11 Jjust ten ninutes. Thanks.

12 (Break taken.)

13 MR. BRANDT: Green light, go.

i€ MR. NEWION: I an Chuck Newton. I
15 have a confession. I’m one of thoee evil psople fron
18 Southern California, fron far Southern California, San
17 Diego. I'm on the Board of the San Diago County Water
18  Authority.

19 But I have a farning connection with Butte
286 County. When I vwas in my early teens, in 193&s, I used
21 to cone up here on vacation to Paradise. And one
22 summer I vas cleaning prunes up there for ten cents a
23 box, and I think that qualifiss me as an agricultural
24 nenber of Butte County. A little bit anyvay.
25 San Diego is an agricultural county. Nany

180
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1 people forget that. The value of agriculture in San

2 Diego County is one billion, one hundred million

3 dollars a year. Owur farmers do that with -- I loet my
4 nunbers. They do it vwith about five hundred thousand
5§ acre feet of vater for the County, and about 158,888

68 acre feet for agriculture.

7 Across the nountain {n Imperial Valley,

8 they use three nillion acre feet of water to do about a
8 billion dollars vorth of agricultural business.

18 Hovever, that’s okay, bescavee they grow

11 alfalfa and grasses and things that take a lot of vater
12 and send then over to our dairy people. And so ve need
13 then as well as they need us.

14 Ve’re buying, as uou nay knov, tvo hundred
15 thousand acre feet of water from the Inperial Valley
18 starting in, probably in the next couple of years. It
17 wvill be conserved vater. And it cannot bes fallowed, it
18 will be conserved vater. I think it’s intereating that
19 they can conserve that vater along with about 204,880
26 acre feat of conserved vater, that they vill be able to
21 congerve vithout fallowing. Depends on the kind of

22 crops, and they may change some of their crop

23 rotation.

24 Now, conservation is nothing new to ve in
25 San Diego county. In the last ten years, or
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1 population has groun ten percent, and our use of vater
2 has reduced 13 percent. This past fiscal year, that
3 ended the end of last month -~ I'n getting the red
4 light.
5 MR. BRANDT: That’'s the red light.
6 I'nm let you finish your sentance.
7 MR. NEWION: All right. TIhanks.
8 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Newton.
8 John Garner, Dan Keppen and Roger Sherrill.
19 MR. GARNER: VYeah, John Garner, I
11 farn in Colusa County and I've been a henber of the
12 Farn Bureau there. And -- still got that red light
13 going. I shouldn’t give you up time, but I -- but at
i€ any rate, I uvant to reiterate vhat I said before about
15 California being a national resource as far as
16 supplying over 58 percent of the fresh fruit and
17 vegstables for the nation. And vhen ve talk about the
18 increase in population of California, it’s kind of a
19 selfish thought. bacause really vhen the increass in
26 the population of the United States occurs, we should
21 be considered as a food source for the rast of the
22 nation, as well as the rest of the world for a clean,
23 consumer safe product.
24 But I’ll refocus on our coumty, which is
25 Coluea County, It’s got about 15,80# peopls. We are
111
—— PAGE 112
1 totally reliant on agriculture. There is one snall
2 cable plant thers. But for the most part, vwith any
3 kind of falloving of ground could drastically reduce,
4 not just agriculture.
5 When you think of third-party impacts, you
6 tend to think of agriculture and tractor companies and
7 that type of thing. But the reality of it is it
8 affects a lot of peopla. It affacts the farm workars,
9 and I've heard no one nention the farm workers tonight,
1§ and their children, and the schools. And when you’re
11  talking about a small county of only 15,868 pecple, and
12 that’s totally dependent on agriculture, it seems to me
13 that to go through this process without considaring nev
14 storage is fairly short-sighted.
15 The third thing is, I vanted to bring wp
16 about the consensus aspect of CALFED. And consensue to
17 ne usually means that everybody has got to get along,
18 and if anybody gets upsat, they can sort of veto the
19 process. Which ve found to be very accurate, in the
28 sense that if the environmental comwmity really vants
21 to stop something, or protect something that the Delta
22 smelt, they can usa the ESA as a hannar and sus us and
23 slow that vater, almost shutting agriculture doun in
24 the San Joaquin this spring. The federal agenciss,
25 like the National Marine Risheries, Bureau of
112
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Reclanation, there is very little leadership in those
organizations to the extent that nobody can pull the
trigger. They basically love to regulate, but they
von’t come out and give us an accurate figure of how
much vater they really feel 18 necessary.
The fisheries, how much vater do you need?

We don't hear these kinds of things. And so wou turn
around, and this CALFED thing, it seens to me won’t
vork as long as those agencies are unuilling to nake a
decision and Jjuet try to incrementally reduce
agriculture by fallowing the ground. And if that’s the
vay it>s going to keep going without shoving us what
they need for vater and putting soms linits on
thensalves, basically agriculture and the taxpavers vho
are footing this bill will probably see you in court.
Thank you.

MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Garner.
Dan Keppen, Roger Sherrill, and Ernie Oven.

MR. KEPPEN: Hi. TYhanks for coning,
I adnire your fortitude tonight. My nane is Dan
Keppen. I’m Director of member and governnent
relations vith the Northern California Water
Association. And in the mood of things tonight, my
three-year-old son is a 7th generation Californian,
born in Chico, so try to top that.
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the benefits that aren’t so obvious. There is obvious
vater supply benefits.

Off-strean storage on the vest side of the
Sacranento Valley provides flood control indirectly by
perhaps opening Up space in Oroville and Shasta and
veing vater supply out of the new facility. And that’s
very valuable to the Sacramento Valley.

Fron an environnental standpoint, being
abla to vea sites or an off-strean resarvoir, allows
you to uee stored vater to provide vest side vater
neads, which gives you flexibility on the river. You
nay not have to divert vater out of the river, you can
lsave colder vater in-stream for environnental flovs.

80 people talk about dams being so bad.
Really, dams, an off-gtrean storage facility properly
sitad could have sone net environnental benefits.

Briefly, environmental restoration, CALFED
neads to take a look at the big picture and show vwhat’s
happening right nov. We’ve done an analysis in our
office that shous already there has been 208,88 acres
of land acquired for habitat purpoees in the Sacramento
Valley.

There is another 118,868 prograns --
118,886 acres proposad under brograns that ve know
about. CALFED’S acreage in the Sacranento Valley is
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Our organjzation represents about 68 vater
districts, individual vater users, mutual vater
companies scattersd throughout the Sacranento Valley
collectively irrigating cloee to a million acres
total.

I*ve got thres concerns I°d like to talk
about. I’ve been vorking on this CALFED procees for
the last three years, aespecially this summer, powring
through this document. And sometimes I think vhen
you’rs this close to an issue, you get so absorbed that
you can’t step back and look at the big picturs.

And the big picture kind of cane to ne
recently vhen I looked at a table in a CALFED document
which shous all of the various alternatives and
prograne that are proposed. Conveyance vas really the
only progran that is looked at in multiple alternative
fornat. Everything else is basically assumed to
happen. And sone of those prograns are actually sone
of the most contentious ones in my view. 1I°d like to
talk briefly about a couple of issues.

One of those prograns, first of all, is
storage. And we -- I’n not going to repeat muself. I
think you’re getting the nescage that folks up here
would iike to ses storage.

I'd like to take a little bit about sone of
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only about 34,988 of that, vhich isn’t much. But there
is a lot of other things going on out thers, and CALFED
neads to take a look at those impacts, eepecially vith
sone of the vetlands prograns.

Local involvenent, absolutaly nacessary in
ground vater and in some of these vatershed prograns
and restoration prograns. The Countu’s land uee
authority and the Water district’s vater vees authority
has to be respected, and you can’t have groups out
there getting CALFED funding, doing these projects
totally separate fron any kind of county involvenent.

So in closing, I would like to say, first
of all, that ve’re encouraged by other things in
CALFED. We’re not totally throving up our hands. Ue
see this document as perhaps the first eight innings of
a ballgane. Hey, last sentence. It’s a long sentencs.

We’'re coning into the ninth inning, and I
think that with the kind of public effort that ve're
seeing here tonight, ve can still vin this ballgane.

MR. BRANDT: That’s one heck of a
sentence, Mr. Keppen. Roger Sherrill, Ernie Owen
and Honer Lundberg. Mr. Sherrill, velcone.

MR. SHERRILL: I’nm Roger Sherrill.
I'n general nanager of Rio Alto Water District, and I
an also -- Rio Alto Water District. I’m also the

118
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chairnan of the technical advisory comnittea for Tehana
County Ground Water Management Progran.

Several issuves tonight. One, I think
significant off-strean storage north of the Delta muet
bs a part of CALFED’S long-tern preferred alternative
solution. We have bean ssked to adopt the vait-and-see
policy regarding surface vater storage. Wait and see
vhat the integrated storage investigation holds. Wait
and ses if the vater conservation water use sfficiency
prograns vork.

You’rs asking ve to review and comment oh s
CALFED EIR which is grossly lacking. Released without
an adequate description of storage component.
Off-strean surface vater storage mnust nove forvard in
concert with conjunctive visus ground vater storage
options. Wow, not at some latar data, i{f and vhen
othar solution components prove that it is abeolutely
necessary.

¥e vill not adopt a CALFED vait-and-see
option. CALFED must provide a balanced, well-defined,
cast-in-concrete assurances that local stake holders
vater rights and area of origin protections will be
left fully intact now and in the future.

The CALFED solution nust build the
infrastructure up front that vill provide such
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agsurances. Then mandate by vell-defined, legally
binding policy how local stake holders vwill be involved
vith the implementation and long-tern management of
CALFED projects vwithin their area of jurisdiction.

We are narginally encouraged by franevork
for vater use efficiency progran that is incentive
based, has measurable objections, and is governed by
scononic feasibility. We can only hope that such a
progran {8 fully endorsed by the environmental and
urban interest, and that these tuwo interests are
villing to nmeat the equally stringent vater efficiency
standards.

And, finally, ve uould 1ike to nake surs
that there are no misconceptions with CALFED. The
releasa August 6 of a North/South tox lettar to CALPED
requires comment. We believe that this letter authored
by a handful of people behind closed door does not
reprasant the concerns of our district nor the prinary
concarns of Northern Sacramento Valley.

In bold contrast to this latter, ve belisve
that the CALFED progran currently offers a pronise,
vague as it is, of an equitable solution to the vater
problens of the Bay-Delta in California. Our district
and many others in the Northern Sacranento Valley will
continue to work diligently towards that goal. Thank

118

1 you.

2 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr.

3 Sharrill. Ernie Ohlin, Homer Lundberg and John

4 Rspanich.

5 MR. OHLIN: Good evening.

8 MR. BRANDI: MNr. Ohlin, welcoma.

7 MR. CHLIN: My name is Ernie Ohlin.
8 I’mvith the Tehana County Flood Control and Water

9 Conservation District, and ve have prepared documents
1§ to send to you, and I’n just read a fev of the excerpts
11 froa that document just for reference tonight,

12 although many of it is quite repetitive fron vhat

13 you’ve heard today -- to time.

14 Spacifically, vhat benefits does the CALFED
15 proposal solution bring to Northern Sacranento vValley?
18 In its current forn, thers appears to be linitad

17 benefit in this plan for Northern California vater

18 users. The preferred altarnative provides no real nev
18 vater for our region and advocates that vater and land
28 vill be renovad fron agriculture to compensate for

21 Bay-Delta problems that vere not caused by our

22 actions.

23 CALFED has activated that ve all get better
24 together with no redirected inpacts. Not only are e
25 not getting better together, but our region bears the

119
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1 brunt of the redirected inpacts. We feal that the

2 Dproposed solution emphasizes the interests of the

3 Bay-Delta and the exporters that rely on it.

4 We’'res vary alarmed by the lack of any new
§ surface storage, the lack of flood control in the

8 northern part of the state, and the total lack of local
7 input, Federal and state are running the show, but the
8 local people fron the grass roots that vou vwill

9 ultinately have to deal vith, and the effects of what
18 you’'re doing are being totally left out of the pictures,
11  except at forums like this. They are not part of your
12 decision naking process as you're nmoving along.

13 The Northern Sacramento Valley vater is a
14 critical cosmwnity resource. The CALFED Bay-Delta

15 solution muat enploy a storage of conveyance schens

16 that provides nevw uater, not a reallocation of existing
17 vater. It’s far-fetched to think that ue can Just nove
18 vater around and call that nev vater, vhen reaily nev
18 surface storage is the only vay to accompligh that.
8 The proposed solution must improve flood
21 prevention to the development of surface storage,

22 improve operation of proposed facilities, and rshance
23 the operation of existing flood control facilities.
24 The nitigation policy nust be implamentad
25 that insure guarantees to take care of instances where
128
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you have harned people, and thers is guarantess of vays
to resolve that. We in Tehana County are extremely
concernad about ground vater, as svidenced by the
Tehama Baldwin decision, which I would assume that
you're faniliar with, and that ve certainly hope that
that vill not have to be a sinilar type decision in the
CALFED process, you know, coning to date.

We vant to be part of the solution, not
part of the problea. But ve really feel that, as
you’ve heard, local involvement is here at every
hearing you're going to, and ve really encourage that
you kind of come back out to ve to help you resolve the
issue. Thank you.

MR. BRANDT:
Homer Lundberg, Joe Repanich --
MR. LUNDBERG: Hi, I’n Homer

Thank you, Mr. Ohlin.

Lundberg.

MR. BRANDI: Let me just finish one

And Bud Hagen.

Please, go ahead, Mr. Lundberg.

MR. LUNDBERG: Yeah, I'n Honer
Lundberg fron Lundberg Fanily Farns, also a board
nenber on Western Canal Water District, that got the
vonderful conmercial in the pregentation earlier this
evening.

real quick.
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1 Because of the lateness of the hor, and

2 the ract that you’vs heard it all bsfore, I’n only

3 going to read the headings and not expand.

4 Rirst of all, back 48 vears ago vhen I vas
5 in college, a friend of nine used to say, as a point of
6 ridicule, "That fella has a firn grasp of the

7 obvious.”

8 Well, you know, I think there are sone

9 object things that aren’t getting the attention they
18 deserve. Sone of then have been mentioned this

11 evening, 8o I'll just read the headings.

12 Population of California is increasing at
13 the rate of half a nillion people a year. Water

14 supplies are actually decreasing, vith the denand for
15 greater in-strean flows and the fact that we’re over
16 drafting owr aquifer in a nornal year, over a million
17 acre feet a year.

18 I think the other point is the fact that

189 wvith this increase in neaed and a decrease in supply, ve
28 have a groving time bonb on our hands that is going to
21 explode vhen the next drought arrives. Not if the next
22 drought arrives, but when the next drought arrives.

23 Another obvious fact that doasn’t get much
24 attention is the fact that the Bay-Delta environment
25 has changed radically over the last century in many
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1 vays that are {rreversible. Some of these changes are
2 caveed by the fact that it°s all bean urbanized in that
3 area, vhich increases vater needs and also increases

4 drainage fron roofs, streets, parking lots, and that

S tupe of thing, and their return flovs fron indusetrial
68 and sevage plants. And then also, the introduction of
7 exotic species into the bay, especially striped bass,

8 MAslan clans, and nov the Mitten crab.

9 Other facts that are not presently given
18 the attention they deserve is the fact that there

11 presently is not adequate vater supplies to serve the
12 needs of California without overdraft. Also, ve should
13 not give up our self sufficiency in food production to
14 put vatar to use in other areas.

15 River meander vill not improve the

18 environnent. The California environment never vas the
17 uay sone people would likes ve to belisve it vae.

18 People are part of the environnent, and ve cannot

18 return to a California of two hundred years

28 agriculture. Tuo aphorisms I*d like to link together
21 is one -~

22 MR. BRANDT: I think you can only do
23 the ons. Tine’s up.

24 MR. LUNDBERG: You don’t apprec!ate
25 wvater until the well goes dry, and experience is the
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1 Dbest teacher, but fools learn no other vau.

2 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Lundberg.
3 John Repanich. I may have said that right. Now if you
4 correct ne —-

S MR. REPANICH: Repanich.

8 MR. BRANDT: Repanich? Okay, thank
7 you. Lat me juet finish with Bud Hagen and John Gentry
8 are coning up. So, please, Mr. Repanich.

9 MR. REPANICH: Okay. My nane is

18 John Repanich. And I thank you for at least appearing
11  not glazed over. I have one little bit of information
12 to talk to you shout Senate Bill 18668 and the

13 nanagenent plan for the Sacranento River. I vas and
14 still an a reprecontative appointed by the Departnent
15 of Food and Agriculture as the land ovner

18 representative vorking on the developnent of the

17 nanagenent plan of the Sacramento River, commonly known
18 as 1886. And you’ve heard that referred to this

19 evening.

28 CALFED has adopted the 1866 plan as its

21 nmethod to address the managenent of the Sacramento
22 River, and that’s good. But I don’t think you

23 recognize possibly what you may be doing in your EIS
24 and EIR problenatic drafts that may bs bad as addressed
25 in the 1886 process.
124
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1 1966, as it’s moving forvard, is moving to 1 the district has largely been relying upon deliveries

2 a nanagenent directed by appointess of the Boards of 2 of state vater to nast service area demands.

3 Supervisors of the local counties to direct the 3 However, over the last decade Calleguas,

4 nanagement of the Sacramento River according to all of 4 along uith other vater managenent agencies throughout

5 the goals and objectives that vere adopted by all of § the region, has nade significant and unprecedented

8 the agencies that vere in the procees of the nanagenment 6 progress in the areas of conservation and alternative

7 plan developnent. 7 supply develop.

8 Nov, as the managenent plan moves forvard, 8 Nillions of dollars have been spent in

8 throwh this nonprofit organization, that will be 9 recent years on various types of conservation efforts

18 directed by local individuals appointed by the Board of 18 from lov flov plumbing fixtures retrofit prograns to

11 Supervisors. They vill develop plans and processes i1 public infornation camnpaigns. Additionally, area

12  that vil}l be recomnended to CALFED for implenentation 12 agencies have nade substantial investnents in the

13 and funding. 13 developnment of recucled vater and conjunctive vee

14 The problen i{s, that if CALFED cherry picks 14 prograns.

1S amongst the list of prograns that these people have put 15 An overvhelning najority of these prograns

16 forvard as the nanagement land progran for the 16 are designed with tha prinary objective of raducing the

17 Sacramento River, you nay be negatively impacting the 17 region’s reliance on imported vater supplies. We share

18 EIS and the EIR, because the plans and goals put 18 the sane concerns that numerous vater agenciee

19 forvard do already address the same things that you 19  interests have exprassad over the last fev weeks during

28 have addressed in the EIS and ths BIR. 28 the public reviev process for the environmental

21 The inplementation as it’s moved forvard by 21 documents.

22 the local individuals vwill specify what they belisve is 22 Ue beliave the documents provide no

23 the nost important to accomplish these goals. And if 23 assurances vhatsoever. That issue is vitally important

24 you cherry pick, you can disturb the process. You 24 to urban vater suppliars, primarily vater quality and

25 already have done that in your past by cherry picking 25 supplier reliability vill ba adequately addressed by
125 127
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1 only to fund some of the restoration projects and not 1 the preferred progran alternative.

2 choosing to fund sone of the more important projects 2 But ve truly believe in recent years,

3 that vere also moved forvard under 1866. 3 California vater agencies have demonstrated their solid

4 My final point is as you go forvard 4 comnit to vater use efficiency. Tha current CALFED

5 supporting the 1886 process, as your method to S proposal lacks any firm comnittnents. We can not

6 implement the Sacranmento River plan for nanagenent, 6 afford to accept a plan of action for the Bay-Delita

7 don’t cherry pick on what the local people are advising 7 that does not explicitly provide assurances to

8 you to implenant. Take it as it is and move it 8 continously improve Delta vater quality, which is

8 forvard. Thank you. 9 esgential to insure compliance with the future drinking

18 MR. BRANDT: Thank you. Bud Hagen? I 1§ vater standards and snable cost effective vater

11 don’t ses Mr. Hagen. John Gantry? John Gentry 11 recycling prograns.

12 anybody? How about Eric Bergh? After that is Jin 12 As such ve urge the incorporation of

13 Goodvin and Lisa Watkins. Mr. Bergh, uelcone. 13 sgpecific implenentation and actions in the record of

14 MR. BERGH: My name is Eric Bergh, 14 decision that will ultimately result in the achievenent

1S I'n the manager of resources for the for the Calleguas 15 of certain vater quality targets. including 228 parts

18 Water District out of Ventura County. Calleguas 16 per nillion for TDS.

17 Municipal Water District. 17 With respect to supply reliability, ve felt

18 MR. BRANDT: I think you night vant 18 it imperative that the capacity at the bank’s purwing

19 to spsll that one. 19 plant be fully expanded to 18,398 cubic fest per second

28 MR. DERGH: Calleguas, 28 by the end of stags one.

21 C-a-l1-1-e-g-u-a-s, Water District. Calleguas is a 21 Moreover, ve ses a no-urprises regulatory

22 vholesale vater supplier providing urban and 22 policy to elininate the current regulatory induced

23 agricultural vater service to over one half million 23 uncertainties and insure no additional losses of vater

24 residents vwithin the cities of Sini Valley, Thousand 24 suwply.

25 0Oaks, Oxnard, Canmarillo, and Moorepark. Historically, 25 Specific comnittnents to these elements in
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1 additional storage capacity should also be included in 1 In Oroville at the April CALFED neeting,

2 the record decision. As for the allocation of coets 2 there vas quite a discuesion about how CALFED uould

3 for the various conponents of the CALFED solution, 3 deternine if there vas local sport for vater

4 obviously, they must be equitable to receive support 4 transfers. There vas not a solution acceptable to the
S fronm the mmicipalities vithin the Calleguas sarvice 5 audience at that tinme.

68 area, CALFED must clearly denonstrate by the tine of 8 However, our group found a solution by

7 the Record of Decision, that stage one and long-tarn 7 accldent. Here is a petition that deals with the risks
8 actions provide a beneficial value for those who are 8 of vater transfers and the protections necessary for

9 asked to pay. 9 the citizens vho will be the third parties, and who

bt | Lastly, our perception is that all parties 18 have no benefit fron vater sales.

11 realize that the CALFED process is the best and perhaps 11 These are signatures of nore than four

12 laet opportunity to develop a truly comprehensive 12 thousand peopls who signed the petitions, gatherad by a
13 equitable solution for the Bay-Delta. However, ve are 13  snall group of voluntesrs in a ghort time. We vho are
14 troubled by the current direction of CALFED and fear i4 third parties vant Butte County to protect our ground
15 this may lead to further paralysis by analusis. Thank 15 wvater and all of ve fron impacts fron vater transfers
16 wou. 16 and sales. We do not vant to enrich a fev vater

17 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Bergh. 17 sellers by deplating a public resource and jeopardizing
18 Okay, Jin 6oodwin. Lisa Watkins? 1Is she still here? 18 the health of our aquifer and prosperity of ow

19 Okay. Let’s -- Rosalie Carturight? Is she still 19 comwmities.
286 here? You’ll be up in just a minute, but, Mr. Goodwin, 28 The petition and fowr thousand signatures
21 uelconma. 21 vars presented to the Butte County Board of

2 MR. GOODWIN: Thank you. I an Jin 22 Supervisors, who turned then over to the Water

23 Goodwin, I an representing the Chico Chanber of 23 Comission for discussion. There has been no public
24 Commerce. With nearly a thousand active nenbers, the 24 discuesion or acknovledgenent of the concerns on the
25 Chico Chanber is one of the largest businses 25 petition. It is appalling that four thousand people
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1 developnent and advocacy organizations in Northern 1 trying to connunicate with their government are being
2 California. And I an here because, liks nost of the 2 ignored so blatantly.

3 speakers tonight, our Board of Directors is concerned 3 Four thousand is a very significant

4 vithin the CALFED proposal there is a lack of priority 4 number. It takes only about two thousand more to put
5 given to nev storage. And, in fact, they are concerned S an initiative on the ballot. This is the infornation
6 that the regulatory presumption underlying the entire 6 that CALFED vas seeking. Four thoueand and nore

7 process i8 that any additional storage should conme last 7 citizens fear and do not vant vater transfers.

8 after all alternatives have been exhauvsted. 8 How does CALFED deal with a situation in

9 Our Board of Directors disagrees. The 8 vhich the ground vater users are not provided

18 Chico Chanmber of Conmerce supports building and 18 protections by local governnent, while local government
11 naintaining nev gurface vater storage facilities as 11 has already approved a pernit fee for vater sellers to
12 part of any overall state water solution. And ve 12 sall vater.

13 believe that nev storage must coning before new 13 In giving you a copy of the petition that
14 conveyance facilities are considered and not after 14 vas circulated. This petition shows tha community

15 conservation efforts are exhausted. So I thank you for 15 standard and dafinition for local control. If the

18 your considaration. 18 contents of this petition and four thousand signatures
17 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Goodvin. 17 are ignorsd for Butte County, CALFED will completely
18 Right to the point. Okay. 18 loee its credibility about what it has repeatedly been
19 Rosalie Carturight. Welcoms, Ms. 19 saying concerning local support and voluntary vater

28 Carturight. Then it’s going to be Van Tenney, and then 28 transfers. Thank you.

21 Hannah Cheney. Ms. Cartwright. 21 MR. BRANDT: Thank you. Are ve going
22 MS. CARTWRIGHT: Rosalie Carturight, 22 to get a copy of that petition? It vould be helpful
23 Chico/Durhan area almond grover, co-chairman California 23 for the record. Either hers, or you can send it to us.
24 Commnunities For Water Protection, Chico/Durhan Library 24 Okay. Van Tenney, Hannah Cheney, and then
25 Group. 25 Barbara Vlanis. Mr. Tenney, velconme.
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MR. TENNEY: Thank you, ny name is
Van Tenney. I reprasent Glenn-Coluea Irrigation
District. I vant to thank you all for coning tonight
and staying this late. I guess the lasson learned
tonight is don’t come late to the nestings.

I have nixad enotions about this procees.
I work very diligently on CALFED, belong to four
different comnitteas, and feel proud of what I've
contributed, vhat I've spent ny tine doing on those
comtitteas. And I thing there is a work product that’s
coning out of CALFED that is really vorthwhile.

Having said that, I an, as a nenber of the
northstate, and representing Glenn/Coluea, the largest
diverter on the Sacranento River, I an terribly
concerned that if ve don’t have storage in this
document, it°s not going to happen.

I think the nunbers aptly demonstrate that.
I’'n not surs vhy the environnmental comwmnity and sohe
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over tha last couple of years, we are moving together.
We are gaining an understanding that happens only
through collaboration.

S0, again, thank you for coning. We’re
going to subnit our oun comnents later, 30 you’ll have
a nore conplete reaction to the document, but
appreciate your time. Thank you.

NR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Tenney.
Hannah Cheney? Hannah Cheney hers? Okay. Hov about
Barbara Vlanis? Is that you fron the back? Okay,
velcona. And then let me just read, David Bergh? Wait
a ninute, didn’t ve --

PANEL MEMBER: We already did
David.

MR. BRANDT: VYeah, that’s uhat I
thought. Nora Burnhan. Jin Brobek. Welcom, Ms.
Vlianis.

MS. VLAMIS: Thank you. I°n the
Exacutive Director for Butte Environmental Council. We
have over sight hundred nenbers in our region.

Sonme concerns. If CALFED doesn’t address
the past, present, and planned activities on o land,
California will continue to live on a vater credit
card, caresning toward environmental and acononic
bankruptcy. Massive corporate farns and urban sprawl

135

19 others in the state don’t understand that or don’t see

28 the numbers the sane vay. But even if you argue over

21 the numbers that come out of Bulletin 168, shoving

22 about a gix and a half million acre foot shortage in a

23 drought year, aven if it°s 18 or 28 percent vrong, the

24 nunbers that I'm sesing in the independent review panel

25 that CALFED put together don’t comne cloee to producing
133
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1 that much vater, {f all of the vater that vas

2 identified could bs nade availabla. But it’*s not

3 econonically feasible to do that anyvay.

4 So under any set of nunbers or

S circunstances, I think all indicators are that ve nead

6 storage. And I'n terribly concerned that the good work

7 that I see coning out of CALFED -- and you’ve heard

8 some of it here tonight. I think sone of the ideas

9 that have cone out of the ag use efficiency vork sroup,

1§ and vhich were shifting fron a connand control tupe of

i1 decision over to an incentive progran has taerrific

12 merit.

13 I think it has great opportunity, because

14 ve leave behind the hammers of the regulatory process

15 in vhich agriculture juet gets beat over the head to

18 reach ever higher efficiency levels, and ue move over

17 to an incentive progran that truly nakes it vorth their

18 while and something happens, sonething sets done.

18 That’s just one exanple, there are others.

28 I think the conjunctive use progran, while ve’re not

21 there yet, ve haven’t reached the final stage, I see

22 great progress in that progran. I think there is

23 conjunctive use opportunity, if dona right, if third

24 parties are protectad.

25 And I think, as I*ve vatched the process
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have devastated the landscape of this state. More
outrageous and costly dams and conveyance systens ars
not the solutions to irresponsible acononic policy and
land vee plan.

Ve nust revisit the foolish subsidies to
corporate agriculture that found it could farn in the
desert by devastating their own aquifer, sucking the
San Joaquin river dry and then demanding more water
fron the Delta and the north.

We nust also demand the end to urban sprawl
in the state to help stop the addiction that Suve Hutton
referred to. And I refer you to a Carnichael residence
down in the Sacramento area used 283 gallons of vater
per day compared to an average of 1268 gallons veed by
average Anericans.

The suggestion that the nmarket vwill be
California>s salvation nakes me shudder. The narket
doas not provide for the health, safety or velfars of
the public or the snvironment. The market provides the
greed factor, as vitnessed by the ongoing building and
flood plains in California, which is also subgidized by
the public.

I’n deeply concerned about the impacts that
potential out-of-basin transfers uwill be on the area of
origin environnent. We vious transfars as a short-tern
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1 fix for other nisnanaged vater projects and land ueee, 1 to help vith the Delta. It’s being stored.

2 vith long-tern consequences to our native habitat. 2 I'n not opposed to farmers or agriculture.
3 If vater sellers, developers, and 3 I love food. We neaed farmers. We need all of them to
4 agribusiness have their way, CALFED in the guise of 4 grov the food to meet the needs of Californians. But I
S repairing the Delta nay deface the northstate landscape § don’t understand why sone of then are greedy and vant

8 wvith nassive vater transfers, nev dans, reservoirs, and 8 to sell the vater. And they are hurting the small

7 canals subsidized by taxpayer dollars. 7 farmers. It’s tha rich farners, the corporate farmers,
8 Water transfers have the potential to 8 that are naking the noney out of selling Butte County’s
8 destroy the local environnent and fanily farms by 9 ground vater.

18 lovering ground vater radically in areas of origin. 18 We had a vell go dry after five years out
11 CALFED muet naxinize environnentally 11 in the foothills by Butte College, and I don’t know

12 friendly vays to capture and stors vater through 12 vhy. Is that becavee the ground vater is bsing sold
13 wvatershed restoration. 13 away? I°n not near Durhan exactly, but I’n cloee

14 CALFED nuet require that logging practices i4 enough that it nakes ne vonder.

1S and reeidential development not degrade vatersheds, an 15 And then I also wonder about Mexico City,
18 ongoing problen in California, which will continually 16 with the population thers, they are sinking. I mean,
17 necessitate restoration. 17 it’s -- it vas built on a lake bed, and nov it’s under
18 CALFED nust acknowledge that nev water does 18 gromd. I mean the City of Mexico City is juet going
18 not exist, except through vatershed restoration. Water 19  lover and lovwer svery year.
28 vill sither be taken fron one environnent for another - ) I vould like to, you know, concur with Lunn
21 or reclaimed fron existing vees. And CALFED must 21 Barris and the consarvationists. You notice I'm
22 prioritize restoring the environment. 22 wvearing a pin hers. We have to put vater meters in
23 Wetlands, for exanple, act as natural 23 Sacranento and all tha other cities that don’t have
24 sponges and slovwly recharge vater basins beslow ground. 24 then in the Valley. We just have to. They can’t be
25 California has destroyed more wetlands than any other 25 wvaeting uater, vhen everyone elge conserves it. And
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1 state in the nation. Wetland pregervation and 1 ve, you knou, ve can’t nake Jjust the farners conserve,
2 restoration is good for the environment, vater supply 2 Dbut people have to conserve as vall.

3 and vater quality. Thank vou. 3 And then ons nore point. I noticed earlier
4 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Me. Vlanis. 4 you’re all drinking bottled water. Fiftean, 26 years
5 Nora Burnhan? Okay. Jin Brobek, and then Holly 5 agriculturs, Chico had the best vater in the state when
6 Reimers. Is Holly Reimers still here? Well, vwe’ll 6 wve all moved -- you know, when ve usad to just drink it
7 keep going. Welcoms, Ms. Burnhan. 7 out of the faucet. Now none of us do. We’re afraid to
8 NS. BURNHAM: My nane is Nora 8 drink it, the nitrates, and ve had to trust our city

8 Burnhan, I’'a a citizen of Butte County, and I'n also a 9 governnent and owr county governnent to be monitoring
18 Board of Director member for the Butte Environmental 15 it, and they didnt do it, you know, and the City Water
i1 Council. And I'n here to say that I°m opposed to the 11  department, they didn°t do a good snough Job. There’s
12 building of any nev dams or expanding the dame that are 12 too many nitrates, too many pollutants in the ground

13 locally in the northstate. 13 vater. So we can’t drink the vater, and you’re not

14 Also, the vater -- the off-site vater i€ drinking it either. Thank you.

15 storage, for a fev reasons. For the dans that ve have, 15 MR. BRANDT: Thank wou, Me. Burnhan.
16 I -- for recreation reasons, I don’t vant to go out in 16 Okay. Jin Brobek? Don’t see Jin Brobek. Holly

17 a motorboat and ride around, and put gas into the 17 HReiners -- Reiners (pronouncing)? Don’t see Holly

18 river. I’d rather hike along the stream that used to 18 Reimers. Hou about Ed Owans? Okay. No Ed Ouvens. D.
19 Dbe there, or fish along the strean that used to be 19 A. Tuma. I saw hin. There he is. Welcone, Mr. Tuma.
28 there. So for recreational purposes, it doesn’t meet - ] MR. TMA: My nanme is D. A. Tuma,
21 ny needs. 21 I’nm the Libertarian party candidate for Congrassional
22 For the off-storage vater, I think that’s 22 District 3. fornerly representative by Vic Fazio, nov
23 going to divert too much vater out of the Sacramento 23 represented by Doug Ose.

24 River, vhich will harn the fisheries, and then it also 24 I think it vas about forty-seven hundred
25 will not be providing enough water to move downstrean 25 people in District 3 that voted for Ross Crane in ’988.
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Ross i8 7S this year. Tells me he’s slowing down. But
ve’ve got an alternative for these folks here that are
vorried about transfarring vater out of the district.
We Libertarians tsll then, you ought to be worrying
about losing your property rights and transferring your
decision-making authority to manage your oun land to
groups like CALFED, who would love to tell you hovw to
do it, and carry out the prograns of people vho aren’t
80 close to the land. You know, I think about 68
percent of the paeople in District 3 actually live in
Sacramento. They are not farners. And they read
things like a letter I got a couple of days ago fron a
fella by the name of Carl Pope.

Nov, I've read vhat Carl Pope has uritten
in his Sierra nagazine. I’'ve also seen hin on IV, a
nice-looking fellov. You wouldn’t guess he vag a
commnist. But that’s -- that’s vhat -- vell, he
doesn’t say he’s a communist, but he doesn’t lika
property rights. And You take avay property rights,
and that’s what you’ve got.

So here’s vhat Carl Pope saus, and this is
vhat people in the cities believe, you knov. He tells
then Congress is governed by ant{-environnentalists.
Can you believe that? Where do all these environmental
lavs cone fron if Congress is governed by
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anti-environnentalists. That’s -- that’s got to be a
lie. Hers he says, “Thare is not enough private
dollars to purchase and preserve the nillions upon
nillions of endangared acres that need to be saved.
Our government is the only entity with the resources
and funds.”

Nov, vhere do you suppose those funds are
coning fron, necessary to save the vast acreage of our
nation’s threatened wilderness. Our goal is not juet
to preserve a fev thousand acres but nillions and
nillions throughout our country. And this is vhat the
voters of America are balieving. And you farners, you
are only about -- you are less than three percent nov.
You can come to these public meatings and plead, and it
fsn’t going to do you a bit of good. You’rs outvoted.

one thing you can do, talk to your friends
and neighbors, and say look, the Libertarians are
trying to get you the sane kind of freadon our fathers
pronised us. We can do it.

MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Tuma.
Okay. Jenna Olsen, Susan -- Lat ne go through
saveral. Susan Hern. Susan Hern still here? Patrick
Kelly?

AUDIENCE MEMBER: I°1l take her
place.
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1 MR. BRANDT: Okay. Patrick Kelly.
2 MR. KELLY: Here.
3 MR. BRANDT: Okay, s0 you’re here.
4 Okay
5 MR. KELLY: An I last?
] MR. BRANDT: No, you’'re not last.
7 You’ve got probably another 28 after that.
8 AUDIENCE MEMBER: That’s kind of
9 like, are ue there yat?
is MR. BRANDI: Ms. Olsen, welcone.
11 MS. OLSEN: Hi, my nane is Janna
12 Olesen, I'm with the Environnental Water Caucus,
13 stateuvide coalition of environmental fishing and
14 commmity groups,
15 I vanted to say that the environnental
16 comwnity is not pursuing sending California back to
17 pre-Buropean stats. Instead, ws support vhat the
18 CALFED document proposes, vhich is a very modest
19 restoration of critical and strategic habitat that once
28 existed here in California.
21 We’ve lost 85 percent of our vetlands, 96
22 percent of our grass lands, salmon and steelhead
23 populations are down to one percent to five percent of
24 their forner populations.
25 We recognize that we have nors than
143
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1 fourteen hundred najor dans in California vwith a
2 combined capacity of forty-two million acre feat. Tha
3 dams that are suggasted for study for removal are dams
4 that have outlived their purposafulness and do block
S passage to critical salmon and steelhead habitat.
8 The environmental commumity is comnitted to
7 neating the vater needs of the environnent, farns,
8 fanily and Industry, and put together a report talking
9 about hov to do that.
18 I do vonder how nany people who have urged
11 nore surface storage in tha CALFED document here
12 tonight know hov much vater would be nmade available by
13 theee nev dans and at vhat cost? And hov nany of these
14 people would vant to pay for these dams in full.
15 CALFED’S oun studies shov that building the
16 naximun propogsed surface storage would yield at the
17 nmost four hundred thousand to eight hundred thousand
18 acre feet of vater.
19 Compare that to these figures. Improved
28 irrigation efficiency in the state could bring 1.7
21 nillion acre feat of vater. Pully implementing the
22 urban best nanagenent practices could bring 1.5 nillion
23 acre feat of vater.
24 Changing the vay urban landscapes look
25 could yield 1.4 nillion acre feat of water.
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1 I also vanted to addrees ths misleading 1 document, an EIR muet, quote, the growth-inducing

2 nunbers quoted from Bulletin 168, that 46 percent of 2 impacts of the proposad project nust be addressed in

3 the vater in the state is ueed for environnental 3 detail."

4 purposes. 4 A I didn°t find that the tuelve-hundred
S First, that figure includes vater dedicated S page document, current document, has addressed it.

8 to flood control. Sacondly, these percentages include 8 Maybe it’s given a couple of paragrsphs to that. And
7 the flouws of north coast rivers, vhich are quite high 7 the reason I would like to see this address is I think
8 and are not relative to the controversies over 8 this is one of the crucial problens.

9 ecosysten restoration and vater developnent in the 9 What is the force behind CALFED are the

i8 Central Valley. The percentages of environnental, ag, i8 vater uvsers fron the San Francisco Bay Area southvard.
11 and wrban vater use in the Central Valley vatershed 11 They are the force behind CALFED. They are running out
12 vould look quite different. 12 of vater, and they are running out of vater because of
13 And third, DMR defines environmental vaters 13 grovth. So any nev vater that ve send down thers is a
i4 ves as the sun of legal environnental requirenents. 14 grovth inducement. And it is also a means by vhich can
1S This could double count multiple in-stream flow 15 wve can control grouth. If we don’t send vater doun

18 requirenents, and also does not take into account vater 18 there, we von’t have growth.

17 ueed by the environment, which could then ba nade 17 BEnvironnentalists are not the force behind
18 available to other users. 18 the ecosysten restoration projects. It is the

19 MR. BRANDT: Me. Olsen, your tine is 19 mnicipal vater districts, the ag vater districts in
28 uwp. 28 the south, vhich are trying to remove ecosysten

21 MS. OLSEN: Thank you. 21 problems in order for them to get vater fron the south,
22 MR. BRANDT: So ~-- thank you. Okay. 22 or fron ve in the north.

23 You knov, I think I’m going to say, since Sua Hern is 23 There’s another thing I vould like to say.
24 not here to say you’re her representative -- 24 If ve take all of this vater out of the Sacranento

25 MR. MERZ: Well, I’n John Merz, and 25 River and put it into thess off-strean storage
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1 I°n Chair of the Board of Directors of the Sacramento 1 facilities, ve’re not going to have any vater left in
2 River Preservation Trust, and Susan is on our Board of 2 the Sacranento River. I think the plan is, been

3 Directors. 3 proposed, take about percent of the vater out of the
4 MR. BRANDT: Okay. Give ne a 4 Sacranento River at certain times of the year.

S saecond, let me just find out hov many more people are 5 So we vill not have -- that vater creates
6 hers. We’ve got Patrick Kelly. Dennis Fox, is he 6 this meander belt. And this is a project of CALFED to
7 still here? Okay. John Luvaas? Okay. Linda Cole? 7 create this meander belt, but wa’re not going to have
8 Okay. Natalie Wight? Okay. Wov. Ed McLaughlin, they 8 the vater vhich vill create the meander. TIhat’s

9 are staying around. Okay. Yep. 9 enough. Thank you.

18 I think I'n going to need -- I nean I 18 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr. Kelly.
11 really think ve’re going to need to put you at the and i1 Dennis Fox. Lat’s come on up here. Lat’s start moving
12 if you vant to do that. If you vant to fill out a 12 up here so we can gat this dons. Becauss svery ninute
13 card, ve vill be happy to hear fron you. We will 13 ve vait for you and everuyons else. John Luvaas, Linda
14 stay. 14 Cols. Why don’t you come on Up and move into thees

15 MR. MERZ: Not going to let tell my 15 front seats so uwe get nmoving. Welconme.

18  John Cash Joke? 18 MR. FOX: VYes, I’n Dennis Fox --

17 MR. BRANDY: Probably not. 17 MR. BRANDT: Mr. Fox.

18 MR. MERZ: No? 18 MR. FOX: -- I’m going to talk about
19 MR. BRANDT: But we will look 19 conservation is thers. Nev construction may be nice,
28 forvard to it right at the end. 28 but it nayv be seen as a magic bullet. Therefore, You
21 MR. MERZ: All right. Thank you. 21 will not have conservation in the people’s nind as
22 MR. BRANDT: So we will look forvard 22 Dbeing a worthuhile endeavor.
23 to you. Mr. Kelly? 23 For exanple, in Loe Angalas, noet of the
24 MR. KELLY: I would like to give you 2¢ vater is going to landscapes, and the vater is also

25 something out of SEQUA. And this is in a SEQUA 25 Dbeing ~- not being -- is reclaimned vater is going to
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1 the ocean. It could be better off going to the pover 1 and hearing our local viewpoints.
2 plants vhich are being cited in the lower San Joaquin 2 Moetly you’ve heard tonight from rural
3 Valley. S8ix of then are going in Kern County, and they 3 interests, farners, and agricultural irrigation
4 are being vatered with excess vater that have, coning 4 districts. I’'m an urban residents myself, as urban as
5 fron up here. ‘ 5 Chico is.
8 It should be looked at to see how muich is 8 I vas really disappointed to hear the
7 excess vater, hov many agenciee are doun there are 7 efforts that vere nade tonight by nany to pit farners
8 actually changing federal vater, or state vater into 8 against environmentalists. I think that’s extremely
8 fedaral vater, et cetera. Thase pover plants are for 9 unfortunate. Thoee of ue in the environmental
1§ Loe Angeles. There is also sone pover plants on the -- 18 comnnity are trying to conserve vhat little remains,
i1  another 18 of then are going in around the state, 11 one to ten percent of vater-related habitats and
12 saveral on the Sacramento River, and produce heat, 12 species in California.
13 which is a stressor. Also, that vater, there are no 13 It seans to me that vith that little
14 acreens. It should be looked at. Perhaps to nitigate 14 renmaining, it’s hardly fair to pick on thoee that are
15 that could be sncouraged to move thoge plants to this 15 trying to hang on to that little tiny bit, when
18 location to have hot vater for the rice fialds, or on 16 agriculture and urbanization has destroyed the rest of
17 to the aqueduct, and it vould be something nitigatable. 17 it.
18 I vould also balieve that the vater should 18 Farners depend on a healthy environnent,
18 be looked at dovn there. Another urban thing is that 13 perhaps more than just about anybody else in the State
28 in the southern valley in nany places, Fresno, 28 of California. And so they really ought to be vorking
21 Bakersfield, pays for the ag vater, this disencouragee 21 together vith the reet of us to try to resolve these
22 conservation. 22 problems vithout taking out scapegoats.
23 I vould like to say finally, also, Irinity 23 For reagons that I don’t understand, I
24 County should be brought back in. Arizona bridges 24 don’t knov the politics of it, a lot of rural vears
25 should be put on the levies to avoid catastrophic 25 have obviously been pumped Up to pueh hard for dame and
148 151
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i floods. The dans should be rectified to where they 1 off-site storage, and I heard almost no mention fron
2 could be at full capacity. Earthen dans should also 2 the agricultural comnunity about conservation.
3 have a spillvay. Some don’t. 3 I for one believe very strongly that there
4 PFinally, ve should look at taxes to fund 4 is roon for greater conservation by evervbody. AW I'n
5 these things, such as taxes on vater transfers, and S not saying that farners haven’t done a good deal. Many
8 on -- taxes on basin purnping, and to equalize it with 6 of then cbviously have. There is nore that can be
7 ground vater with surface water price to look at. 7 done.
8 There isn’t hardly any covering of air 8 But there are sone things that I think have
9 quality in the document. Social justice is not 9 not been emphasized in the discussion tonight. And I
18 coversd. And finally, I would think that you should 18 don’t think it’s just farmers that need to do the
11 think about another thing, and that s, stop the 11 conserving. I think that there is too little emphasis
12 wulcanization, that more melding of the progran. That 12 on urban vater conservation. I live in a neighborhood
13 vay you should have naybs even a little weekly 13 vhers a -- a rare neighborhood, vhere ve are developing
14 neuspaper for just tvo pages, so that you people can 14 a vater conservation plan. We are slininating lawns,
15 read vith all the rest vhat other slements ars doing as 15 except for ohe big one, for 25 residents -- 25 homes.
16 you get your frequent flier niles. 16 It°s tine ve in California stop trying to
17 MR. BRANDT: Mr. Fox, thank you. 17 nake a seni-arid, seni-desert environment look like the
18 John Luvaas. And then it’s going to be Linda Cole and 18 launs of England that many of our forebearers cane
18 Natalie Wight. Cone on up 80 you’re right up here. 19 fron. We can’t do that and live with the growing
28 Welcome, Mr. Luvaas. 28 numbers of people in this state.
21 MR. LUVAAS: Thank you. Good 21 We’re going to have to changa life styles
22 evening. As a local resident, I knevw the location of 22 in California to accomnodate this growing population
23 the vater faucet so I ducked in tha wrong door and 23 and still maintain healthy agriculture.
24 started filling our a card about an hour after everyone 24 Another point that hasn’t been looked at
25 else did. Thank you for your efforts and baing with ve 25 adequately, I think, is the cost of dane and
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1 off-site -- off-strean storage, if that’s going to be
2 done. I haven’t heard mention fronm irrigation

3 districts of a villingness to fund those coets, and I
4 don’t knov that the taxpavers are all that excited

5 about funding further off-ite -- further storage of

6 wvater.

7 MR. BRANDT: Thank you.

8 MR. LUVAAS: Yeae. Thank wou.

] MR. BRANDT: Mr. Luvaas, thank you
18 for your time. If you have further comments, you’re

11 alvays velcome to subnit uritten comnents. Linda

12 Cola? Is Linda Cole here? I could hear that right.

13 Natalies Wight is hers, right? And how about Ed

14 McLaughlin? Did I sea you? And Donna Young after

15 that. Welcome, Ms. Cole.

16 MS. COLE: I'n speaking here tonight
17 for nyself. I’m a farmer. You’ll be getting comments
18 fron Valley Water Protection association that are

19 slightly different. I told someone as I turned in my
28 card, If you vould just reurite the issues that I have
21 a problen vwith, I von’t turn the card in. But that

22 didn’t fly.

23 So I*n going to give you Just cliff notes,
24 becavee many of the things that I would have sald have
25 Dbeen covered.
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1 One of nmy first issves is the danger or the
2 risk that vill be incurred by California fron

3 soparating denand growth fron visibility of supply

4 through vater transfers and vatering marketing has not
S5 been identified in this document. IThe idea that the

68 best planning in the world will not give reliable

7 wvater, if an EIR docunent does not have to disclose

8 rirn vater supply. And as soon as they can point to

8 wvater marketing, flexible vater, then that assurance is
18 gone, bacause all around the state, developers, EIRS
11 will be pointing to the sane flexible water.

12 Not only that, but the source areas for

13 this vater will no longer have reliable numbars to do
i4 their oun safe planning. This is hugely significant as
15 e go into the future, and it has been totally ignored
18  in vour document.

17 The sacond thing that I°d like to point out
18 is your econonic study is entirely inadequate. It is a
19 vonderful study using existing nodsls for easily

26 nmeasurable information, but it’s only look at areas

21 that vill receive the vater. It is ignoring all the
22 ideas that are called Externalities. That’s quality of
23 life. That’'s the environment fron this area. That’s
24 the cost of risk. That’s air quality. That’s the

25 additional infrastructure that is going to be required
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1 in areas that are receiving the vater.

2 And finally, I'd like to respond to the

3 assurances that Nike Heaton gave us, that ve have

4 assurances about our vater rights, and that if you sell
§ or transfer vater, you’ll be able to bring that back.
6 We have seen vhat droughts and critical nismatch of

7 vater supplies does. That brings the governor’s

8 statement that ve’re going into a vater bank, that

9 suspends local control. That changes the whole vater
1§ picturs. And the idea that the document will do

11 site-specific EIRs is not consistent vith the comnents
12 in the document that said, "If the problenatic is

13 deenad adequate by the same agencies that write the

14 progran, then they will just go into consultation

15 instead of doing and EIR for the site project.

16 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Me. Cole.
17 MS. COLE: Thank you.

18 MR. BRANDT: Natalie Wight. Ed

19 McLaughlin, why don’t you come on Up 80 We’re ready to
26 9o right after Natalie is done. And then Donna Young?
21 Is Donna Young here?

22 MS. YOUNG: Here.

23 MR. BRANDT: You’re right close?
24 Good. Ms. White, velcone.
25 NS. WIGHT: Hi, you guys. It’s
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1 Natalie Wight, W-i-g-h-t.

2 MR. BRANDT: Oh, sorry.

3 MS. WIGHT: That’s okay.

4 MR. BRANDI: Late night. Welcone.
5 MS. WIGHT: I’nm a biology graduate
8 student at Chico State, and I teach a human physiology
7 lab, and I also teach a general biology lab. So I

8 Dbasically teach the students at Chico State to love,

8 not only their body and how to take care of it, but

18 their environment and how to take care of it. 1It’s

11 actually really sasy to integrate the tvo. And today I
12 juet put a littls something together for you guys,

13 listening to all the stuff that’s been going on.

pL In order to describs the future of our

15 vater in California, vhich is probably one of the nmost
18 important issves in the country right nov, ve’ve heard
17 terns like viability, reality, sustainability, veed by
18 all the represantatives that ve’ve sean today.

18 Many of the local farpers have referred
26 several times to the importance of people as an

21 important resource. Many of the environnentalists that
22 I hear sveryday in their views, some of them are the
23 most anthropocentric (phonetically) people I have ever
24 net, and alvays consider psople in their views.

25 I just really vonder if there are other
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1 farners out there that truly believe that 1 else recognize past project flaws, in the Oroville
2 environnentalists, biologists don’t have tha bast 2 project, the Shasta dan project. Farmers have aven had
3 interests of hunans in nind? Do they really bslieve 3 to bear the consequences of somns of those flavs;
4 that. 4 erosion, sespage. And so ve recognize those. And I
5 Scientists consider the realistic viability 5 think vith the technology novadays to put a nan on the
8 of an unhealthy, unrestorsd vatershed, trying to 6 noon, that vwe can deal vith a lot of thess issuves and
7 svetain our groving population. Not as an 7 still build dans and off-gtrean storage to take o
8 environmentalist, not as a farmer, just as a biologist 8 two-thirde vater that falls in the northstate and
8 stating the facts, it juet can’t work. 8 deliver to the three-quarters in thes southstate vithout
18 It°s not hard to see that our 1§ impacting the people in the niddla of the stats, the
11 environmentalists, farmers, government agencies, et 11 Delta specifically, adversely.
12 cetera, ve are all sincerely working for a comnon 12 PFrequently, the only benefit they talk
13 goal. The health of our vatersheds and our scogystens, 13 about fron surface vater or any type of vater storage,
14 and tha health of our fanilies, my sisters, my kids, ny i4 is the benefits to vhoever gets tha vater. But ve see
15  Kkitties, ve are all one and the sana. We need to 15 a lot of the benefits fron the existing projects.
16 create an honest, educated channel of comproniss. Ve 16 Flood protection, recreation, vater for a groving
17 both need to conpronise. 17 econony, everybody vants to take credit in the stats
18 As for the positive and negative effacts of 18 for a better econony, grovwing, growing, the best state
19 off-strean storage, I see then both. I see thenm both, 19 in the nation.
28 Dbut creating a reservoir, saddla dams, houever nany - Well, vater is tha reason we're thers. A
21 internittent and pernanent streans, that is not 21 becavee past legislative leaders, farmers included, had
22 something you rush. I’n glad you guys are taking your 22 the foresight and fortitude to make tough decisions,
23 time. That is sonething that needs a lot of vork and a 23 build projects that weren’t totally financially viable
24 lot of research. And take your tine creating then, so 24 vwhen they were built, but have turned out to be a great
25 thank you. Thank you, Ms. Wight. Mr. McLaughlin, come 25 aseset to this state. And I hope that tha CALFED people
157 158
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1 on up. And then ve’ve got Donna Young and is Sarah 1 recognize that and put a higher priority on surface
2 Dahl still here? 2 vater storage.
3 MR. MCLAUGHLIN: Well, I vant to 3 And ny second point is conjunctive use. I
4 thank you here. I kind of consider you sacrifical 4 think it’s a band-aid at best, and in my own opinion,
5 lanbs. I used to be interested in vater for about ten § it’s a cop out, bacause it doesn’t solve anything. It
6 or 12 years, and I had a full head of dark hair about 6 temporarily puts water to a pernanent area of grovwth,
7 ten or 12 years ago, and you can see it°s gone, %0 7 such as a nev hone subdivision or vhatever. And what
8 there’s a lot of head of you. I appreciate you coning 8 wve’re doing is providing vater on a temporary basis
9 to Chico. I think we’re all in this shapes because 9 vhen it’s going to be an ongoing neaed.
1§ va’ve really had a rudderless ship in Sacranento for bt |} So eventually, ve won’t just be dealing
11 the laet 38 yaars, since the state vater project vas 11 with nature’s droughts, ve’re going to be dealing with
12 built. And ve’ve gone on developing and groving in 12 a perpetual annual grovth-created drought, lack of
13 this state vwithout planning our future. And it 13 allocation of water in urban areas.
14 don’t -- it overlaps vater. It’'s roads, it’s schools, 14 So I think conjunctive use is a terrible
15 it’s evervthing elss. Unfortunately, you’'re juet 15 suggestion, especially vith a higher priority than
18 dealing vith one of those issuves. 16 service storage. I knovw it’s supported by a large
17 8o I’ll quit editorializing and get on vith 17 number of vater districts becauvss a lot of then have an
18 a couple of points that I vant to nake. And one is 18 over-appropriated vater right, vere able to sall to the
19 that I’n really disappointed that surface vater storage 19 vater bank, and I think that’s one of the areas you
28 don’t have a higher priority north and south of the 28 should be looking for vater to solve sone of the Delta
21 Delta. South of the Dalta it takes some high winter 21 problems is people that had excess surface vater to
22 flows, and getting then through the Delta vhen it will 22 sall during the drought. Thank vou.
23 the least impact on the endangerad spacies and aninals 23 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Mr.
24 that are in the Delta. 24 McLaughlin. And Sarah Dahl and Henry Rodegerdts. Okay.
25 I ve -- I think as farners and everybody 25 Well, it’s reallv -- anyvay, velcone. Sorry. Me.
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Young.

MS. YOUNG: Okay. Donna Young. I'n
fron southvestern Tehana County, and I an an organic
diversified farner. So there is none of you up there
vho are environnentalists, or any of you who are fn the
audience vho are snvironnentalists, vho don’t have at
lease at much concarns as I have.

We have already lost, in El Dorado County,
the original fanily farnstead fron the encroachment of
vater neads for the state. Fine, we gave it up, ve
relocate over hers, and nov ve're losing it all over
again, even though everything I do on ny farn and for
the various farners -- I vork for several farnars
part-tine on ~- for organic farmers and ranchers in the
Black Butte area. And ve all are doing everything we
can to preserve vater, to inprove -- jncrease water
life habitat. A lot of effort we put through to these,
and you gquys keep thinking that becavse Southern
California, or the Bay Area, or Sacramento mneans paople
could have vater, that you can keep taking it fronm ve.
Our ground vwater will disappear, and if ve don°t have
ground vater, they won’t have any vater.

I don’t have any facts and figures. All I
knov is that for 38 years my fanily has been working
vith various government, fedaral and state and local
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1 My nane is Sarah Dahl. I an a menber of the Board of
2 Directors of the Butte County Farn Bureau, and a menber
3 of the Board of Directors of the Chico Chamber of
4 Commerce. But mostly I'm proud to be a farmer. I vas
S born and raised in a rice-groving fanily. Owr property
6 vas to the vest of Biggs. My husband and I are almond
7 grovers nov in the Durhan area, and ve have also been
8 rice grovers for the last 18 years.
8 To say that CALFED concerns me is an
1§ understatement. I think that we can all agree that the
11 Bay-Delita needs help, but it is the responsibility of
12 every citizen of this state, not Jjust the people of the
13 northstate, to solve this problen. And every one of
14 thoee citizens needs to assist in the restoration of
iS5 that intricate naze of vater and land.
18 But in that, it needs to be done and
17 accomplished in a responsible manner and without dire
18 financial and enotional results to the people of rural
18 Northern California.
o8 First and foremost should be an emphasis on
21 vater storage. Think of the abundance of vater that
22 rained doun upon this state over the last three rain
23 seasons. If off-strean storage had been in place, ve
24 nay not have had a need for theses meetings. The vater
25 run-off potential of our state should not be ignored.
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bureatcrats, trying to get the necsage acroes that if
you don’t take care of the land owners vhere the vater
generates, you won’t have any vater for anubody
anyplace else.

This state is nornally mostly desert. You
should have a moratorium. Thirty years ago people vere
talking about moratorium on building in various areas
of the state. But they keep building and they keep
stealing the vater fron the northstate, and it’s not
right. You’'re going to kill the northstate.

When you are finished vith our vater, are
you going to steal it from Southern Oregon? You have
already taken it fron Arizona out of the Colorado.

Moratoriums have to be impoeed on everyone,
not just the farnmers, and the ranchers, and the
recreational land owners in the northstate. Bverybody
is going to have to give up sonathing in order to nake
sire that there is vater for my seven-month-old
grandson vhen he’s ny age. Thank you.

MR. BRANDT: Sarah Dshl, and M.
Welcone, Me. Dahl.
MS. DAHL: Good evening. It is
still evening;: isn’t it? Okay.
MR. BRANDT: Another hour.
MS. DAHL: Still on Wednesday.

Rodegerdts.
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Farnlands set aside to conserve vater is
not an equitable ansver. Why would it be acceptable to
negatively inpact the livelihood of thousands of farn
fanilies and the people and businesses that ve
support .

It is not all right to systenatically
bankrupt the rural comminities of this stats.

Inpacting cultural practices of ag ground adjacent to
parnanently idled land for habitat restoration would be
a hurdle for the ag community and some grovers will
eventually not have the strength to leap over that
hurdle. But I question whather or not that may be part
of the hope of some of the proponents of the progran as
it stands now.

And vhat about the consumers of this
country that count on our induetry to supply thea with
wholesone food, and renember tha next tine you press an
iron to a cotton shirt, it cane fron a farner.

Ihe inplenentation of this plan vould be
another step tovards our nation relying on more
inported food products, with little or no control over
hov they cultivate those farn products. Most citizens
are truly not avare of the sveeping impacts of this
process, and they are busy with their fanilies trying
to nake a decent life for themselves. They are
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1 counting on the fact that they vill have affordable

2 food on their table, and vater will alvays flov fron

3 their faucet.

4 Let us try to accomplish both of those

S things, but he fair, be decent, and nake your decisions

8 based upon all factors, including the financial future

7 of this stats. Thank you.

8 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, Ms. Dahl.

8 Cone On up. Let me juet ask vwhile he’s walking wp, is
18 there anyone elss that has not spoken? Could I ask you
11 to Jjust fill out just a card, 80 we have a speaker card
12 for you as vall? So ve’ve got one more speaker?

13 Anybody slse? O0kay, va’ve got two nore speakers then.
i4 Welcome, M. Rodegerdts.

15 MR. RODEGERDTS: Thank wou, W nane
18 is Henry Rodegerdts. I an aggociated with the legal
17 division of the California Farn Bureau Federation. I
18 want to compliment the panel for their
19 steadfastness and apologize to then, because earlier in
28 the evening I suggestad to saveral people in the
21 asudience that coms 9:88 o°clock, you wouldn’t be
22 staying much beyond that, and I vas dead urong.

23 Some speakers here and elsevhere during
24 this public hearing process have suggested that CALFED
25 has lost its vay, and that the current progran will not
165
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1 in fact pernit vs all to get better together.

2 I vant to suggest another dimeneion to this

3 loss of the big picture. As you move tovards

4 inplenentation., don’t forget vou have to get past the

5 legal challenges that are waiting out there. SEQUA’s

8 goal is to create an infornational document. The

7 audience nay not like the nessage, but that’s not the

8 crucial issue when you are attempting to get past

9 potential legal challenges.

18 The loss of agricultural land Is a
11 significant environnental impact. The loes projected
12 by CALFED is unacceptable to the agricultural
13 comwmity.

14 Nonetheless, the document does not analyze
15 in its outline in great detail of the goals of the
16 various progran elements, levy reetoration, vater
17 quality, habitat restoration, and analyzing these
18 elenents, and hov they are going to achieve these
19 elenental goals. It doesn’t tell ue how it°s going to
28 at the sane time nininize a loss of agricultural land.
21 Rather, it is simply a given that
22 ogriculture vill give up hundreds of thousands of acres
23 of lands to achieve the elanment goals of the CALFED
24 progran.

25 This analysis onmission nakes the document a
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1 legally deficient document. It will not vithstand a

2 legal challenge, if it does not go further in its

3 analysis about significant agricultural land loss is to
4 Dbe lessaned through mitigation and a more carefully

§ integrated -- having it more carefully integrated with
8 the various progran slements. Thank you.

? MR. BRANDT: Thank you, M.

8 Rodegerdts.

8 Okay. We’ve got -- okay, apparently ve’ve
1§ got two more speakers. Bryce Lundberg, welcona.

11 MR. LUNDBERG: Bryce Lundberg. I'n
12 on the Board of Lundberg Fanily Farme and vork there.
13 I alsoc farn vith n¢ brother Eric Lundberg. And I

14 cannot support this CALFED progran or any progran that
15 doss not promote the building of nev vater projects. I
18 cannot bslieva that the CALFED progran has done so

17 1ittles to promote vhat ve really need in this state is
18 nmors vater storage.

19 If it weren’t for thoss visionaries of the
28 thirties, forties, through the sixties vho talked a

21 little and did a lot, ve wouldn’t have very much vater
22 storage or usable vater. Nov we have vater folks like
23 CALFED vho talk a lot and do vary little.
24 He have at lsast five hundred thousand
25 Dpeople added to California avery year, and ve’ve yet to
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1 do very much to prepars for then. It soons to me that
2 this progran sets up vinners and loser, and I can see
3 that CALFED*S solution sets up Northern California as a
4 loser.

5 Why can’t ve be more creative and set wp

8 win-win prograns for the future of California and

7 California vater. We’ve had -- CALFED has had a lot of
8 time, and it’s had a lot of noney to pronote and come
9 up vith solutions, and it seens to me ue haven't had a
18 lot of creative solutions.

11 And as a farner, I'n not against protecting
12 endahgered speciee, I°n very much for that. But I an
13 also in favor of protecting farners. Farners are an
14 endangered resource in California that has been

15 shrinking steadily.

16 Ue need CALFED to recognize the inportance
17 and urgency of protecting California farner habitat.

18 If you look at how many, I would call then farmer

19 snelt, or young farners can return to their farms, that
28 anount is actually quits small.
21 When I think of ny daughter vanting to

22 return to the farn and possibly ny two sons, vho really
23 don’t knov if they are going to return to the farm, I
24 think vill they have enough resources to farn vith. Ue
25 can flex and uee fevor and safer forns of natarials.
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1 ¥We can grov organically in California, but ve can°'t 1 wvithin the hunan peuche to reeist top doun.
2 farn vithout vater. 2 So you’ve kind of got a problen to begin
3 Our farn has been certified as a salmon 3 with, and I vish you vell on that. I guess vhat it
4 safe farn by the Pacific Rivers Council. But I can’t 4 comes doun to make vhatever you do as user friendly as
5 say that this CALFED progran could be considered a 5 possibla. That means you really do need to speak to
8 farmer safe progran. 8 the political realities of the systen as ve all deal
7 Anyvay, ny three points would be ve need 7 with.
8 nmore storage. Great solutions that are win-vin that 8 Having said that, the Trust has been a
8 don’t produce vinners in the south and losers in the 8 participant in the 1886 process, Senate Bill 1886
18 north and do no harn with farns. Thank vou. i§ process since it began in 1906. We are strongly in
11 MR. BRANDT: Thank you, MNr. 11 favor of the linited meander bill and vhat sppears to
12 Lundberg. We have one more speaker. Thers he is. Ve 12 be the enbracenent of the 1886 program by CALFED. We
13 pronised you ve would stay, and nov do ve gst to hear 13 encourage you to continue to enbrace it, as it
14 your Jjoke? 14 continuves to svolve.
15 MR. MERZ: 1It’s a little subtle. 15 At the sane tine, ve do believe that ons of
18 MR. BRANDY: Okay. 16 the najor areas vhere ve are nissing the boat is in the
17 MR. MERZ: Ramember the song about 17 area of conservation. And Jenna fron the Sierra Club
18 Sue? 18 nmentioned the number of issues. I will just point out
19 MR. BRANDI: John Mentz, velcone. 19 that in the City of Chico we don’t nater, unless it’s
28 Mertz? 26 nev construction, bacauee that’s required by state law.
21 MR. MERZ: NMerz, actually. 21 But I live in a house. I rent, but it’s a
22 MR. BRANDT: NMerz. 22 flat rate. I can go out there and run ny hose all day
23 MR. MERZ: There’s no T in thers. 23 long, and guess vhat, I’ll pay the sane, whatever I
24 MR. BRANDT: I’ll get it yet. 24 pay, and it’s not a lot. Sure not a lot compared to
25 MR. MERZ: BEverybody alvaus puts it 25 vhat they pay in LA. That’s not the vay it should be.
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1 in there. I don’t know why. 1 Basically, all of vs should be paying vhat
2 MR. BRANDT: Thank vou. 2 the trus costs of delivering that vater are, and ve'rs
3 MR. MERZ: I’n John Merz, Chair of 3 a long vay from doing that. And Until ve addrees thoee
4 the Board of the Sacramento River Presarvation Iruvet. 4 issves, issves like surface vater storage, additional
5 Chair of the Board of the Sacramentc River Preservation 5 surface storage quite frankly fall on deaf ears, at
8 Trust. I don’t knovw hov you do vhat you do. I sure 68 least in the conservation conwunity that I’n avare of.
7 continvued do it. 7 Having said that, the thing I’nm most
8 I'n sorry if I disrupted your protocol for 8 concerned about with regards to surface water storage,
8 the evening. Sue vasn’t avare she vas supposed to 9 other than naybe a vhole lot nore cattle ponds, stock
18 urite ne a note. We quit doing that I long time ago, 18 ponds that we have, just within the upper vatersheds
11 but anyvay, here I an. 11 and other things of that nature, is the fact that ve
12 The evening is getting late, and it°s been 12 don’t understand the science of high flows and the role
13 an interesting evening, actually, Jjust sitting back and 13 they play. And ue need to pay attention to that. 1It’s
14 listening to vhat people have to say. It is a very 16 just part of this vhole lesarning process that ue’re all
15 large document. And one of the -- one of the true 15 involved in. Thank you.
18 problens hers is there has been an ongoing concern 18 MR. BRANDT: Thank you. Unless there
17 about top down nanagenent of any type. And that I 17 is anybody else, I think that brings to a closa, and
18 think is naybe one of things that underlies a lot of 18 seaing nobody else, I think that closes the public
19 people’s concerns. They really don°t vant to be told 189 hearing. Thank you for coning.
28 vhat to do, bacause they fesl that they have a pretty 28
21 good handle on maybe what needs to be done. 21 (Hearing closed at 11:2§ p.n.)
22 Nov, we may have, of course, disagreenents 22
23 at the local level about hov best to do that. But 23
24 there is definitely, I think, this inherent, I don’t 24
25 knov if it’s just American, or perhaps it just resides 25
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